Connecticut Glass Factories
A Guide to Materials in 
The Rakow Library
The Corning Museum of Glass
General

The Down East glassman.

[West Hartford, Conn.]  v. 1-3, (Apr. 1969)-1971.

Location:          Periodicals

Shelving Title:    Down East Glassman

Garner, Charles B. “Connecticut glass.” Antiques, v. 28, Sept. 1935, pp. 101-103.
Flasks.

Ham, Bill. “Connecticut Sunburst Flasks.”
Antique Bottle & Glass Collector   v. 2, no. 7, Nov. 1985, pp. 11-19

McKearin, George and Helen. American glass.  New York, Crown, 1948 (and later printings)

Includes Pitkin Glass Works (chapter IV), Connecticut glass houses (chapter V), blown Coventry (chapter VI), Pitkin flasks (chapter X)

Tomas, Noel E “Connecticut Led Glass Bottle Industry”
The Down East Glassman  v. 1, no. 2, June 1969, pp. 1-2

Wadsworth Atheneum. The great river : art & society of the Connecticut Valley, 1635-1820. Hartford, Conn. : The Atheneum, 1985. , 524 p. :

"Ceramics and glass" by Elizabeth Pratt Fox: p. 415-444.

Location:          Stacks
NK810 .W12
Wilson, Kenneth M. New England glass & glassmaking.  New York: Crown, 1972.
  Thomas Darling, New Haven, p. 38-

  Pitkin, p. 58—

  Mark Leavenworth, New Haven, p. 73—

  John Mather, p. 109—

  Coventry, p. 113-

  Willington, p. 129—

  Glastenbury, p. 134—

  Woodbury, p. 145-

  Hartford Glass Manufactory, p. 146-

  New London glasshouses, p. 147-

  Westford Glass Co., p. 151-

I would trace his footnotes and notes; in quickly glancing at the latter, I found

  John McClellan Papers, Connecticut Historical Society (note 34)

  Manuscripts at the Winterthur Museum Library on Coventry (notes 39c, 39d)

  Order Book and Bottle Book for Coventry, note 40, CT State Library
  Goodale Letters, CT Historical Society, note 43
Coventry: Coventry Glass Works 1813-1848

[Coventry Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with C; microfiche F-12853 has one page of notes, and a copy of one of the articles by Harry Hall White
Messier, Betty Brook.  The roots of Coventry, Connecticut / Betty Brook Messier

and Janet Sutherland Aronson.    Coventry, Conn. : 275th Anniversary Committee, c1987. 206 p. :

Bibliography: p. 166-173.  Coventry glass factory: pp. 149-151.

Location:          Stacks
F104.C75 M58

White, Harry Hall. “More light on Coventry and its products.

Part 1: Railroad flasks:  Antiques, v. 38, no. 4, Oct. 1940, pp. 166-168.
Part 2: Flasks other than railroad.Antiques, v. 38, no. 5, Nov. 1940, pp. 225-227
Part 3: Miscellaneous products.  Antiques,  v. 39, no. 2, Feb. 1941, pp. 79-82
Consult the library’s card catalog for Documents as well

Fort Trumbull
“Fort Trumbull Glass Co. in Conn. Uncovered through Documents.”
Somers Antique Bottle Club News & Views v. 12, no. 5, Sept. 1982, p. 3

Tomas, Noel E. “Fort Trumbull Glass Co. in Conn. Uncovered through                    Documents.”  The Down East Glassman  v.2 no. 6, Nov. 1970, p. 1

Glastenbury
[Glastonbury Glass Factory] Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with G; microfiche F-13095: has one page of notes
“The Glastonbury dig.” The Rural Visitor (Old Sturbridge Village), v. 3, no. 1, Winter 1963, p. 1+.

(CMGL: copy in VF: Glass production—US—Connecticut)

Wilson, Kenneth M. “The Glastenbury Glass Factory Company.”
The Glass Club Bulletin,   no. 66, June 1963, pp. 1-4, ill.

Wilson, Kenneth M. “The Glastenbury Glass Factory Company.”
Journal of Glass Studies,   v. 5, 1963, pp. 117-132, ill.

Hartford

John Mather (East Hartford)

New Haven

New London

--New London Glass Co. 1856-
[New London Glass Co.]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with N; microfiche F-13530: has one page of notes
--Thames Glass Works
[Thames Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with T; microfiche F-13536: has one page of notes

--Union Glass Works

[Union Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with U; microfiche F-13537: has one page of notes

Pitkin

Buckley, William E.  A history of the Pitkin Glass Works / by William E. Buckley

for the Pitkin Glass Works Incorporated. [Manchester, CT : Pitkin Glass Works Inc., 1985] ( Allied Printing Services)  56 p. :

Location:          Stacks
TP853.C7 B92

Dobozy, John R. S. “Pitkin Bottles and Archaeological Finds on the Site of the

Pitkin Glass Works.”
Antique Bottle & Glass Collector,  v. 17, no. 2, June 2000, pp. 10-13, ill. 

Operated in East Hartford, Connecticut, from about 1783 to  1830.

Dobozy, John R. S. “Pitkin Glassworks Excavation Update.”
Antique Bottle & Glass Collector,   v. 17, no. 11, March 2001, p. 15, ill. 

History of Pitkin Glass Works.  Manchester, CT: Pitkin Glass Works, Inc., 1991. 1 videocassette (97 min.).  History of the Pitkin Glass Works, and of the community group Pitkin Glass Works, Inc., to have the ruins declared a national historical monument.

“Pitkin Glassworks Had Octagonal Roof.”
 Somers Antique Bottle Club News & Views   v. 13, no. 8, Jan./Feb. 1984, p. 5

Hartford, CT newspaper article, 1923, on Pitkin factory
 [Pitkin Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with P; microfiche F-13532

Has 8 pages of notes and copies from sources
Ruins of the Pitkin Glass Works, Manchester

CT : Connecticut Daughters of The American Revolution,   1935.

1 postcard:

Official post card of The Tercentenary of Connecticut.    Built in 1783 for the manufacture of glass.  Bottles  were the chief products. Upper right corner on the front of the card shows several      bottles.

Location:          Postcards

Williams, Mrs. J. M. “The Old Pitkin Glass Works, Manchester Green, Conn.”

Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, Aug. 1930, p. 487-490.
5/2006: Uncataloged Documents: folder marked Ken Wilson has a flooded copy of this article
Pitkins Glass Works Inc.  www.pitkinglassworks.org
West Willington


Willington Glass Works  1815-1872
White, Harry Hall. “The Willington Glass Company.” Antiques, v. 40, no. 2, Aug. 1941, pp. 98-101.
[Willington Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with W; microfiche F-13539: has one page of notes
Westford
--Westford Glass Co. 1857-1873?

Tomas, Noel E. “Westford Glass Days Recalled”
The Down East Glassman  v. 3, no. 6, Dec. 1971, pp. 1-2

19th-c. Connecticut glasshouse

Van Nostrand, L.G. “Diagnosis: Westford.” Antiques, v. 42, no. 1, July 1942, p. 30
[Westford Glass Works]  Papers compiled by J. Stanley Brothers

Generic folder for companies whose names begin with W; microfiche F-13539: has two pages of notes

Woodbury

Other Resources which may have additional material and information:

(1) Connecticut Historical Society

(2) Connecticut State Library

(3) Winterthur Museum Library

(4) Wheaton Village Museum of American Glass (received Charles Gardner’s library
Note: When searching online catalogs, often manuscripts and unpublished materials will not be listed; if you have not already done so, you should ask reference librarians or archivists for assistance
(4) early Connecticut newspapers

(The Rakow Library has the McKearin archives, but it is unknown if there is much information on Connecticut glass in the archives that hasn’t been published in their books)

This bibliography excludes information on flasks, bottles and products of the glass companies, which will be documented in many books.

Museum of Connecticut Glass www.glassmuseum.org
Libcom: Ready References: Types: Connecticut glass factories gb 5/06
