Gemmaux/Gemmail
A Selective Bibliography Compiled by
Rakow Research Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

Gemmail (French, plural gemmaux) describes a type of stained glass art developed during the 1930s by French painter Jean Crotti. It differs from traditional stained glass techniques in that the individual pieces of colored glass, of varying thicknesses, are not joined by lead, but overlapped and glued together with a clear substance.  The final panel is Illuminated from behind, creating an illusion of three-dimensionality in the design. 

This type of glass is sometimes referred to as fused glass panels (especially in 1950s-1960s references), kiln-fired cathedral glass.  

NOTE: not all of the materials below are owned by the Rakow Library.
Books and catalogs

Atelier Roger Malherbe Navarre. Le gemmail : art de lumière, expression du XXe siècle. [Paris : Atelier Roger Malherbe-Navarre, 2002]   72 p. 
A history of gemmaux, a description of the technique, and many examples of the finished artwork.  In French, with 2 items in English. List of exhibitions in the USA which mentions an exhibition held at the Corning Glass Museum in June 1959. P. 67 has an image taken at the exhibition at 717 Fifth Avenue,  New York, but the caption says that it was the Corning

Glass Museum.  (It was actually at Corning Glass Works NYC building, whose address was 717 Fifth Avenue)

Stacks / Cage
NK5398.M25 .A86
Atelier Malherbe.  Rétrospective Picasso (1900-1957); gemmaux de l’Atelier Malherbe.

Paris: Atelier Malherbe, 1957.  [18] p.

Exhibition held March 7-May 1957 of works produced at Gemmaux de France.

OCLC 80504604; not in CMGL


Corning Museum of Glass.  Glass 1959.  Corning, NY: The Corning Museum of Glass, 1959.

Available in full text on the CMoG website: www.cmog.org Glass Resources/Virtual Books or http://www.cmog.org/dynamic.aspx?id=10278 

Entries for France by Les Gemmaux de France / Roger Malherbe-Navarre” pages 136-139

It is possible that when the archives of Glass 1959 come to the library with the registrar’s files currently in offsite storage, that there would be additional photos of other objects submitted for the exhibition.  As of February 2010, these archives are not accessible/retrievable.
Galerie Charpentier.  Musée du Gemmail de Tours.  Paris: Mercure-Paris, 1964.  ., ill.

OCLC 80705648; not in CMGL: [16] p.

OCLC 17261577; not in CMGL: [56] pages.  These two editions may be identical – just the counting of the pages of text and of plates resulted in two different records.


Gemmaux by Jean Crotti: exhibition.  New York: Centre d’etudes supérieures Franco-Americaines, 1947.  1 v.  Exhibition sponsored by the Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy.  OCLC 79848649 NOT IN CMGL

Gemmaux de France.  Art du gemmail, 1959.  Paris: Gemmaux de France, 1959.  [20] p, ill.
(OCLC 81010616; not in CMGL)


Les Gemmaux de France : story of the gemmaux, two "crazy  men". [Paris? : Galerie of Art de la Lumiere[sic]?], 1959 (  Brooklyn)   16 p. 
Used at an exhibition of Gemmaux, May 12-June 30, 1959 at Corning Glass, 717 Fifth Ave., New York, NY. Included  work designed by Picasso, Braque, Cocteau, etc.
Location:          Stacks / Cage
 NK5398.M25 G32

Location:          Microforms

 f- 3251

Labino, Dominick.  Visual art in glass.
Gemmaux: p. 89-90

Muzeon ha-zekhukhit (Tel Aviv, Israel)   Ariel Bar-Tal : Sculptures, paintings and craft in glass. Tel Aviv : Museum Haaretz, Glass Museum, [between 1965 and 1968] 1 leaf. (i.e. 6 p.)folder ;

In English and in Hebrew.  Works in glass sculptures and "gemmaux" panels.

Location:          Stacks / Cage
 NK5198.B28 .T26

Location:          Microforms

 f- 2122

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company.  A presentation of masterpieces in glass.  Pittsburgh, 1961.  A traveling exhibit of gemmaux panels.
According to the website of the Buhl Planetarium and Institute of Popular Science in Pittsburgh,

[a new exhibit] Image/Imagination …replaced the colorful, backlit PPG Industries "Masterpieces in Glass" exhibit (which was given back to PPG, possibly for installation in their just-built 40-floor office tower Downtown), which had included a glass version of a Picasso masterpiece. [compiler’s notes: Perhaps once the traveling exhibit had been to all venues, it returned to Pittsburgh)

Publication not in OCLC; the only known library with this is the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

Reyntiens, Patrick.  The technique of stained glass.  New York, Watson-Guptill, 1967.  192 p.

Gemmaux:

Location:          Stacks / Cage
TT298 .R46

Location:          Microforms

f- 3975

Tobu Bijutsukan. Gemmail = Jemaiyu ten : zuroku.  Tokyo : Tobubijutsukan, c1998.

169 p. 
Traveling exhibition, whose title was L'Amour de la lumière: L'exposition des gemmaux, peintures en verre,  and shown at the Tobu Museum, 2/21-3/29, 1998; Nara Sogo Museum of Art, 5/22-6/14 1998; Museum of Modern Art,  Ibaraki, 6/27-7/26 1998; Museum of Art, Matsuzakaya,  7/30-8/30 1998.Edited by the Tobu Museum, the Nara Sogo Museum of Art and

the Museum of Modern Art Ibaraki.  Gemmail (shards of colored glass built up in layers) panels

by Roger Malherbe-Navarre. The panels are copies of paintings by many artists, including Picasso, Braque, Roualt, Van Gogh, Modigliani, and others. Also includes remarks by the gemmail artists. Objects loaned by the Musée du Gemmail (Tours) and the  Musée du Gemmail (Lourdes).   In Japanese and French.

Location:          Stacks / Cage

 NK5398.M25 .T62

Location:          Microforms


  F-19210

Tournade, Maurice. Le gemmail, chemin de lumiere.  Maurice Tournade ; preface: Roger Malherbe-Navarre. Tours : Editions de la Nouvelle ReÌ�publique, [1990] 91 p. 
Includes lists of gemmistes (gemmail artists): p. 73-83.

Location:          Stacks / Cage
      NK5349 .T73

Articles

Anonymous

“L’ecole de gemmaux; l’essor d’une technique nouvelle” Glaces et Verres, no. 86, Oct. 1946, p. 5-7.

Photocopy in VF: issue in periodicals

[Gemmaux of Jean Crotti]. Glaces et Verres no, 64, 194?, p. 5

Reference in an article in the No. 86  issue; periodical is not in CMGL, and could not be traced any other way.

[Gemmaux]. Glaces et Verres no. 82, p. ?

Reference in an article in the no. 86 issue, but article details could not be verified in the incomplete set of issues in periodicals

“Les gemmaux at 717 Fifth.” Interiors, v. 118, June 1959, p. 18.

(IN CMGL??)

“Les gemmaux de Jean Crotti: Un nouveau mode d’expression artistique.” Glaces et Verres no. [77 or later], 1946?  p. 7-9.
Copy in VF from Chambon files; CMGL does not have this issue.

According to the book Collection of the Société Anonyme: Museum of Modern Art 1920… edited 
by George Heard Hamilton.[ New Haven: Yale University Art Gallery, 1950], the first exhibition of gemmaux was at the Galerie Gerard in Paris, in 1946.  This article refers to exhibition of gemmaux by Crotti at the Galerie Raphael Gerard. 
“Les Gemmaux- eine neue Kunst.” Glasforum, v. 8, no. 6, 1958, pp. 34-35, ill.

“Gemmaux of France at Corning Glass building.” Art News, v. 58, June 1959, p. 19.

(In Periodicals; no illustrations)
“Gemmaux-lichtdurchflutete.” Glaswelt, v. 2, no. 15, Sept. 1958, p. 

“Masterpieces in glass.” Glass Industry, June 1961, p. 351.

Brief paragraph which mentions PPG’s Fiber Glass Division, which acquired gemmaux panels. The Rakow library has (in the VF) copy of correspondence from Crosby Willet to Susanne Frantz in 1988, after he examined the panels at PPG; it includes a description of each.
“Musée du Gemmail, Tours, France: Exhibit.” L’Oeil, no. 450, April 1993, p. 81.

“New art: Gemmaux.” Time, v. 69, March 25, 1957, p. 88.

(Not in CMGL; available online)

“The new glass art of “gemmaux.” Glass Digest, May 1947, p. 10+

Very detailed description of the technique.

(in J. Stanley Brothers files: Collection of papers about glass decorating techniques: Gemmaux (see below)

“Un nouveau visage de la beauté: Les gemmaux.” Glaces et Verres, no. 184, Feb./March 1965(?), p. 24-25

VF: Glass painting and staining—20th c.—Gemmaux; issue not in periodicals

By author

Cartigny, Georgette. “Paris calling… about Japanese art and a new trend in enameling.” Gift and Art Buyer , August 1957, p. 62+.

Includes gemmaux, with the names of Crotti and Malherbe misspelled.

(in . Stanley Brothers files: Collection of papers about glass decorating techniques: Gemmaux (see below)

Chavance, R. “L’art du gemmail présenté au centre du verre de Boussois.” 
Meubles et décors, v. 45, no. 737, Dec. 1959, p. 50-52.

NOT IN CMGL


Courtial, M.P. “Le Gemmail, nouveau support publicitaire.” Vendre, July 1956, p. 606

PERIODICAL NOT IN CMGL


Eves, Mildred. “Gemmaux: a new kind of stained glass.” 
Stained Glass, v. 42, no. 1, Spring 1947, p. 5-7.

Exhibition of 18 panels by Crotti at the Centre d’Etudes Supérieure, New York.

Karlikow, A. “Gemmaux: paintings in glass.” Craft Horizons, v. 17, Nov. 1957, p. 20-23.

VF has an assessment of this article, written by Charles Blasidell.
Laugier, H. “Gemmaux by Jean Crotti.” Liturgical Arts, v. 15, Feb. 1947, p. 46.

Not in CMGL


Morand, Kathleen. “Current and forthcoming exhibitions…Britain..Paris…” 
Burlington Magazine v. 102, no. 663, p. 88-89

Section on Paris on page 89 discusses the retrospective exhibition of the work at Jean Crotti at the Musée Galliéra. 

Pobé, Marcel. “Gemmaux; ein neues Wort, eine neue Kunst.” 
Glaswelt, v. 2, no. 13, July 1958, p. 16-18.

CMGL : Periodicals

Prgue, C. “Art du gemmail.” Mobilier decoration May 1960, no. 4, p. 16-18.

NOT IN CMGL


Von Eckardt, W. “Gemmaux.” 
Journal of the American Institute of Architects, v. 37, May 1962, p. 122.

Not in CMGL

There is additional material in the library’s Vertical file

Glass painting and staining—--20th Century--Gemmaux
Other material in the Rakow Library

Brothers, J. Stanley.   [Collection of papers about glass decorating techniques]  Includes gemmaux.

Location:  Special  J. Stanley Brothers files: Collection of papers about glass decorating techniques

Location: Microforms F-13587

Gemmaux panels in the Corning Museum of Glass in January 2010

68.3.28
“City of Light”, by Roger Malherbe Navarre and Danielle Dhumez, 

H:  12” ; w” 9’ ; 

(no card in the registrar’s files; no details in Mimsey 1/2010, but a photo is in the 

Registrar’s object files)

92.4.157  
“A portrait of President Richard Nixon”, panel by Raphael Nemeth, 1968-1972.

(description in Mimsey  does not include the word gemmail/gemmaux; 

correspondence in the object file refers to it as “multilayer glass-polychromy)

Objects with accession number 93.3.1-93.3.15  were all 

Assembled by Roger Malherbe-Navarre at the Les Gemmaux de France 



Included in the 1962 “Masterpieces of Glass” traveling exhibition of PPG



And were the gift of Pittsburgh Plate Glass; details are available of each
93.3.1

Gemmail Panel: Mere et Enfant / Picasso 

93.3.2
Gemmail panel: La Petit Aquarium / designed by Georges Braque 

93.3.3

Gemmail panel: Bouquette / design by Suzanne Duchamp

93.3.4

Gemmail panel: Orphée aus Feuillages / designed by Jean Cocteau

93.3.5

Gemmail panel: La Bouteille de Pernod; designed by Pablo Picasso

93.3.6

Gemmail panel: Paysage sous marin;  designed by Michele Katz Lanoir

93.3.7

Gemmail panel: Les Etoiles; designed by Lise Driout

93.3.8

Gemmail panel: Passé, Présent, Avenir; designed by Jean Crotti

93.3.9

Gemmail panel: Pont de Grenelle; designed by Louis Gilis

93.3.10
Gemmail panel: La Torse rose; designed by Pablo Picasso

93.3.11
Gemmail panel: Jeanne d’Art, designed by Louis Gilis

93.3.12
Gemmail panel:Voiles heureuses, designed by Danielle D’Humez
93.3.13
Gemmail panel: Jeux d’enfants; designed by Dominique Dalozo

93.3.14
Gemmail panel: Pecheuse, designed by J. M. Vernon

93.3.15
Nature Nate aux Fleurs, designed by Roger Bezombes
pastoraleartistes91.free.fr/index2.php?option=com_content  
The website article is dated April 9, 2005; it gives an address for the Musée du Gemmail in Tours (7, rue du Murier, 37000 Tours, France), and a website for the Atelier du Gemmail in Paris (www.gemmail.com), which, as of 2/2010, is not that of the Atelier.  In 2005, Roger Malherbe-Navarre was over 90 years old; it is possible that the company is no longer in business.

MUSEE DU GEMMAIL

72 rue de la Grotte, 

65100 LOURDES

FRANCE

http://www.gemmail.com 

“Présentation MUSEE DU GEMMAIL: Le Verre, la Couleur, la Lumière sont les 3 éléments constituant un Gemmail à la Basilique St Pie X : - le Chemin de Croix d'après les oeuvres de Denys de Solere, - les Mystères du Rosaire d'après les oeuvres de Falcucci, - les Apparitions d'après les oeuvres de Margotton. Deux musées en France : un à Tours et un à Lourdes.  http://www.gralon.net/tourisme/loisirs-culturels/info-musee-du-gemmail-lourdes-7683.htm 

Also: http://www.lourdes-infotourisme.com/fr/decouvrir/musees/musee-de-gemmail.asp A complete collection of paintings illustrates the works of masters. The technique used in these paintings is that used in non-leaded stained glass (“Gemmail”).

First used in 1939 by the painter Jean Crotti and the Physician Emmanuel Malherbe this art associates glass, colour and light in the same piece of work, without using fragile lead assemblages.

Musée du Gemmail 

Address: 7 rue du Mûrier, Tours, 37000 

Phone: 02-47-61-01-19 

www.gemmail.com  

Fodor review: The Musée du Gemmail, in the imposing 19th-century Hôtel Raimbault, contains an unusual collection of three-dimensional colored-glass window panels depicting patterns, figures, and portraits. The gemmail technique of nonleaded stained glass…can also be seen in Lourdes. Incidentally, Jean Cocteau coined the word gemmail by combining gemme (gem) with émail (enamel). http://www.fodors.com/world/europe/france/the-loire-valley/review-144520.html 

Brady and Serban’s bibliography notes several masters’ theses (not in CMGL) which include gemmaux.  Other books on stained glass may include information:
Leknick, Lorrain Alice.  Glass laminations and fusions as a creative medium.  Illinois Institute of Technology, 1964.  19 p.

Roman, Jean Anna.  Treatment of windows in recent church architecture.  M.A. Thesis, Hunter College, New York, 1954.  33 p.
It is quite likely that additional books, catalogs and periodical articles will include information on Jean Crotti and other artists who worked in gemmaux.
Rakow Research Library

5 Museum Way, Corning, NY 14830

(607) 974-8649

rakow@cmog.org 
Libcom: Ready reference: Types: Gemmaux  gb 2/2010; gb 6/12
