Itinerant Glassworkers

A Guide to Resources

Rakow Research Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

Beall, Karen F. Kaufrufe und Strassenhändler : eine Bibliographie = Cries and itinerant trades : a bibliography / Karen F. Beall ;  deutsch von Sabine Solf. Hamburg : Hauswedell, 1975.   560 p.

Text chiefly in English and German. Bibliography: p. 556-559.


<GT3450 .B36>
Fero, Shane. “The Evolution of Flameworking in 20th-Century America: Performance Art in Carnivals, the Circus, World's Fairs, and Tourist Attractions.” 
The Glass Art Society Journal,  2004, pp. 66-68, ill.               


Much of the author’s research was conducted at The Rakow Library; he also offers a slide show “The History of Flameworking”, which focuses on flameworking from 1893 to the 20th c.

Hajdamach, Charles R.  British glass 1800-1914.  Woodbridge, Suffolk, England: Antique Collectors’ Club, 1991.  Chapter 16: Friggers and novelties; British lampworkers, pp. 384-385. <NK5143.H15>

Hall, Lewis Philip.  “Remember? The Bohemian glassblowers.” 
Gatherings, v. 13, no. 1, Feb. 1989, p. 7.

Howe, Bea. “Skill of the Wandering Glass-Blowers.” 
Country Life,  v. 122, no. 3158, July 1957, pp. 159-160, ill.

Lerner, Franz. “Ein Glaser als Casanova?” 
Glas + Rahmen    v. 39, no. 3, Feb. 1988, p. 112+


Review of a journal by Jacques-Louis Ménétra, an itinerant glazier in 18th-c. France

McElheny, Josiah. “Hired Hands, Itinerant Glassworkers, Artists.” 
The Glass Art Society Journal    1993, pp. 106-108.


The author discusses how late 20th century artists have learned by assisting other artists

Ménétra, Jacques-Louis, b. 1738.   Journal de ma vie : Jacques-Louis Ménétra, compagnon vitrier au 18e siècle. Présenté par Daniel Roche. Paris : Montalba, c1982.   431 p. 

Diary of an itinerant glazier in 18th century France.   Includes bibliographical references.


<HD8039.G52 M54 1982>
Mozetti-May, Denise. “On the Road.”
 Stained Glass, v. 80, no. 3, Fall 1985, pp. 238-239


Itinerant stained glass supplier

Palmer, Arlene. “Some notes on fancy glass artists.” 
Glass Club Bulletin, no. 161, Spring 1990, pp. 11-13.  

19th c. lampworking demonstrations by traveling troupes.

“A rare and curious artist, which in the presence of all spectators maketh…all sorts of beasts, birds, bowls, images…”


Bandhu Scott Dunham quotes this item (published in 1702) in his section on itinerant lampworkers, and says that the item is in the collection of the British Museum.  Buckley’s History of old English Glass (p. 143, quotes an issue of the Flying Post (3rd March 1702), which has a very similar quote.  The Flying Post was an English newspaper or periodical.
Wright, Virginia L. “The Intrepid Troupers.”  
The Glass Club Bulletin  no. 174, Fall/Winter 1994, pp. 5-11.

19th-c. itinerant fancy glassblowers and their glass steam engines

Video:
Corning Museum of Glass 1994 Seminar, tape  7a: Curator's Choice. Producer, The Corning Museum of Glass, 1994.  60 min.


Last speaker is Virginia Wright: itinerant fancy glassblowers.

Documents:

Great Double Working Glass Steam Engine, Fairy Queen! The Largest Specimen of Glass Work in the World, As  Exhibited in this City by the Bohemian Troupe. 1861.  1 leaf.

 [Broadside, framed together with two trade cards]. Illustration of the glass steam engine, The Fairy Queen.  Record Number: 45696


<Location: Special Framed Artwork, Item Number 54>
Reith, Madam J.  Madam J. Reith's Troupe of American and Bohemian Glass Blowers...Old Boston Store, Newport, Rhode Island, Chas. Judson, Manager/Agent. [n.d.]: [n.d.]. 1 leaf.

[Trade card, framed together with a broadside of the Fairy Queen and another Madam Reith trade card]


<Location: Special / Framed Artwork, Piece Number 54 Door 3L>
Reith, Madam J. Madam J. Reith's Troupe of Bohemian and American Glass Blowers...Store in Bulletin Building, next to PO...Jere S. Clark, Manager/Agent. [n.d.]: [n.d.] 1 leaf.

[trade card, framed together with a Fairy Queen broadside and another Madam Reith trade card]


<Location: Special / Framed Artwork, Piece Number 54 Door 3L>

See: VF: Glass Types --Novelties --Itinerant glassblowers (steam engines, etc.)

Not in the Rakow Library:

The Glass Blower.  Edited by Will R. Brown.  Boston: Published by the Bohemian Troupe, [187?]


Winterthur Library has v. 3, no. 1-2, 1876.

World’s fairs known to have displays, etc. by itinerant glass workers


- Philadelphia 1876: see Ingram’s Centennial exposition described and illustrated,… 


Hubbard, 1876, p. 697 (CMGL: T825 .I54*)


- Chicago 1893


- New York 1939

Terminology varies


Fancy glass worker


Itinerant glassworker


Itinerant glass worker


Flameworking (current)


Lampworking


Novelty glassware


Bohemian troupe of fancy glassblowers (general term)

VF: Glass Types --Novelties --Itinerant glassblowers (steam engines, etc.)
Itinerant glass artists worked in carnivals, circuses, amusement parks, traveling medicine shows

(histories of these, which the Rakow Research Library does not have, might have some material)

Additional materials of interest, from the library’s collection:

Drier, Tracy O. and Drier, Tim A.  “The Firewagon concept for Public Outreach.”  Fusion, 53, no. 3, Aug. 2008, pp. 21-27.  (American Scientific Glassblowers Association)
Drier, Tracy O. and Drier, Tim A.  “The Wisconsin Firewagon: Construction of a Portable Glassblowing Podium.” Proceedings of the 50th Symposium on the Art of Scientific Glassblowing, Bloomington, IL, June 2005, pp. 61-72.

“Bethlehem’s Portable Glassblowing Bench.” Fusion, vol. 13, no. 2, May 1966, p. 3.
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