MacBeth-Evans Glass Co.

A Guide to Resources

Rakow Research Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

1869
Founded by George MacBeth

1887 incorporated as Thos. Evans Co.

1899 formed the Macbeth-Evans Glass Co.

1936 acquired by Corning Glass Works

MacBeth Evans products included (selective list) 

--lamp chimneys, shades and globes

--a large amount of kitchenware and tableware, beginning in perhaps 1916, and especially in 

the type of glass known as depression glass
--introduced color in its table glass in the late 1920s

--introduced its first mold-etched pattern in 1930.

--Numerous tableware patterns

A longer list is included in the annual Glass Factory Year Book directories, which through 1938 have the factory listed as MacBeth Evans; The Rakow Library does not have a directory for 1939, and beginning with 1940, MacBeth products are listed under the Corning Glass Works entry.

Some of the more well-known tableware patterns are:
American Sweetheart (see separate bibliography)

Bouquet Decoration
Chinex Classic (late 1930s to early 1940s)
Classic

Coronet

Cremax

Crystal leaf

Denax

Diamond Dart

Diamond Lattice

Dixie

Dogwood (introduced in 1930)
Fanfare

Florette Petalware

Ivrene

MacHOB (introduced in 1928)

Monax

Oxford

Petalware

Piecrust

Ringed Target

S-Pattern

Scrabble

Sheffield
Swirled Optic
Yankee

As of March 2016, the second compiler of this bibliography could not find one general list of the tableware patterns made by the company.  Most of the books on depression glass (a few appear below) did not list patterns by company, but only according to pattern names (with manufacturer’s name included), and the researcher would need to look at each book on depression glass and each edition to compile more information.

Commercial sites such as Replacements Ltd. And Ebay will provide illustrations of many of the patterns.
BOOKS

Mauzy, Barbara E. and  Mauzy, Jim. Mauzy's depression glass : a photographic reference with prices / Barbara & Jim Mauzy. Rev. and expanded 6th ed. Atglen, Pa. : Schiffer Pub., c2009.

MacBeth Evans patterns: American Sweetheart; Cremax; Dogwood; Petalware; Pie crust; S Pattern; 

Location:
Stacks; Secured Stacks 
 NK5112.74 .M45d 2009

One hundred years of glass making 1869-1969. [Charleroi, PA?  : Corning Glass Works?, 1969]. [32] p.  

Issued on the occasion of the plant's 100th anniversary. The firm was first established by George Macbeth, later merging with that of Thomas Evans to form Macbeth-Evans, and was acquired by Corning Glass Works in 1936.  Brief history of the firm, with numerous illustrations.

Found in Macbeth-Evans archives in CMGL.  Flooded copy.

Location:          Secured Stacks
   TP853.P4 .O58

Location:          Microforms
       F-17992

Semich, David D. The history and technology of glassmaking at the Corning - Charleroi plant : during the past 100 years 1893-1993 / by David D. Semich. California, PA : the author , 1993. 25 p. 

Thesis, Master of Education in Computer Science, California University of Pennsylvania.

Includes bibliographical references.

Glass making at Charleroi (mixing, melting, forming, tempering, finishing); this is not a history of the Charleroi plant.

CMGL has microfiche only; filmed from borrowed copy.

Location:          Microforms

Call Number:       F-16972

Macbeth-Evans Glass Company. Fifty years of glass making : 1869-1919. Pittsburgh : Macbeth-Evans Glass Company, c1920. 4 p. l., [11]-94 p. 

<Stacks / Cage TP853.P4 .M11>

Schroy, Ellen Tischbein. Depression glass / Ellen T. Schroy. Iola, WI : Kraus Publications, c2007. 271 p. 

Similar to Warman's depression glass by Ellen Tischbein Schroy, but does not include all of the patterns found in that publication. Includes patterns by Macbeth-Evans Glass Co

Location:          Stacks; Secured Stacks     NK5112.74 .S38d

Schroy, Ellen Tischbein. Warman’s Depression glass.  6th ed.  Iola, WI: Krause Publications, 2014.
Includes the following patterns by Macbeth-Evans Glass Co.: American Sweetheart, Chinex Classic; Cremax; Dogwood, Petalware, S-pattern.
Location:          Stacks  NK5112.74.S38 2014
Tag, Thomas A. American made Fresnel Lenses / by Thomas A. Tag. [Rev. 2004]

Dayton, OH : the author, c2004. ii, 19 leaves :

Spiral bound. Includes bibliographical references (leaf 19).

Includes images from the Rakow Library (leaves 10-12, 14-15) and Corning Incorporated archives (leaves 3-4, 15).

Location:          Stacks       TC379 .T12a 2004

Walker, Percy H. (Percy Hargraves), b. 1867. Comparative tests of chemical glassware / by Percy H. Walker and F. W. Smither. Washington, Govt Print. Off., 1918. 23 p. incl. illus., tables. ;

Includes bibliographical references. Comparison of American chemical glassware (Macbeth Evans, Pyrex, Fry, Libbey) with their European counterparts, which could not be imoprted during World War I. [[United States] Bureau of Standards. Technologic papers, no. 107}
Duncan 14311.

Location:          Stacks

Call Number:       QD53 .W18

Weatherman, Hazel Marie.  Colored glassware of the depression era 2.  Springfield, MO: Weatherman Glassblooks, 1974.
MacBeth Evans/Corning: p. 250-262

Stacks: NK5112.74.W35c Bk. 2
Weatherman, Hazel Marie. The decorated tumbler : a book for collectors / [research & editing by Hazel Marie Weatherman, Sue Weatherman]. Springfield, Mo. : Glassbooks, 1978. 170 p. 

Includes facsims. of sales catalogues from various companies: including Macbeth-Evans/Corning

Location:          Stacks; Secured Stacks :       NK5440.D7 W36

Location:          Microforms

Call Number:       F-4867

Welker, John.  Pressed glass in America.  Ivyland, PA: Antique Acres Press, 1985, p. 72.

Periodical Articles
Billings, Johanna S.  “More Information Surfaces on So-Called Wedgwood Glass

Antique Week v. 29, no. 41, Jan. 6, 1997, pp. 6-7+, ill.

Additional info: Eastern edition

Macbeth-Evans glassware given as gas station premiums, 1960s

Location:

Branstad, Larry. A Brief Survey of Selected Glass Companies, Colors Used, Reamers Made, Part Five.

The National Reamer Quarterly Review,  v. 17, no. 2, Dec. 1998, pp. 10-12.

L. E. Smith, Macbeth and Evans, and McKee.

Periodicals PER

"Evans Glass Co. Started 100 Years Ago." 

Corning Gaffer, November 1, 1969, p. 4-5.

Location: Corning Glass Works Archives

“Corning Glass Works absorbs Macbeth-Evans Glass Company”

Pottery, Glass and Brass Salesman, Dec. 1936, p. 51.

Hall, Donald S. Frederick Carder designs Chinex.

Depression Glass Daze, v. 7 no. 9, Nov. 1, 1977, p. 1+, ill.

Includes both a Calcite nut bowl lined with gold aurene, and a design for MacBeth Evans “Swan Song”

Microfilm R-735

Macbeth, George A. “The Manufacture of Optical Glass.” S. I.: the author, 1900?, pp. 1-13, ill.                   "Written by George A. Macbeth probably around 1900 or during period Macbeth-Evans made optical glass, 1891-1897."  

Photocopy. VF: Glass Types -- Optical Glass

MacBeth, George D.  The manufacture of optical glass.  Address before the Western Engineering Society of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, [n.d., 1914 or 1915]  11 p. 

<Microfiche F-3124>

Myers, Susan H. The Smithsonian Institution and American Glass Manufacturers, 1904-1917.

Journal of Glass Studies,  v. 50 (2008), pp. 217-248, ill. 0075-4250

on Libbey, Union, Fostoria, Macbeth-Evans, and Dorflinger & Sons Glass Companies.

Periodicals PER

NK5100 .J86

Olander, Sandra Stout. Macbeth Started with Globes.

Collector's Weekly,  v. 3, No. 126,  February 15, 1972, pp. 1,3,  ill.

Periodicals PER

Rinker, Harry L., Jr. Marks of Distinction: Glass Marks

Collectors News & The Antique Reporter v. 35, no. 10, Feb. 1995, p. 31, ill.

Pennsylvania companies: McKee-Jeanette Glass Works, McKee & Brothers Glass Works, Macbeth-Evans Glass Co

Periodicals PER
NK1125 .C696

Scott, Barbara.  Could It Be Macbeth-Evans?

Opaque News v. 10, no. 4, Sept. 1995, pp. 4-5 ill.

Three vases designed by Frederick Carder and Paul V. Gardner for Macbeth-Evans Co

Periodicals PER NK5112.53 .O61

Trade (Company) catalogs
There are two separate lists, one for tableware, and another for lighting.

Vertical file in the Rakow Library
Glass production—US—PA—MacBeth Evans

Archives & Documents

112892

Corning Glass Works, Corning, NY, USA.

[Collection of papers], 1874-1973. 1874-1973. 4 folders (with 27 folders, 1246  items) :

Part of a collection of materials collected and organized by J. Stanley Brothers pertaining to the glass industry and glass objects. Includes information copied from books and periodical articles, ads, actual copies of newspaper and magazine articles, etc. published between

the late 19th century and the early 1970s.

Location:          Microforms

Call Number:       F-13584

Location:          Secured Stacks - J. Stanley Brothers Collection

Call Number:       Glass Manufacturing Firm: Corning Glass Works 4

137644

Doros, Jay. [The Jay and Micki Doros collection of ephemera and documents concerning glass-related companies and subjects] : M. [1810-1920] 1 folder (23 items) :

Compiled by Jay and Micki Doros. Folder "M", part of a collection of materials collected and

organized by Jay and Micki Doros pertaining to the glass industry and glass objects.

Folder includes 2 ads, 1 article, 3 cards, 1 check, 9 invoices, 5 letters, and 2 share certificates.

Any trade catalogs (originally in this folder), have been removed and cataloged separately.

Location:          Secured Stacks - Archives (Active)

Call Number:       Doros collection, Box 4

112472

Thomas Evans & Co., Pittsburgh, PA, USA.

[Collection of papers], 1881-1941.

1881-1941.

1 folder (35 items) :

Part of a collection of materials collected and organized

by J. Stanley Brothers pertaining to the glass industry

and glass objects. Includes information copied from

books and periodical articles, ads, actual copies of

newspaper and magazine articles, etc. published between

the late 19th century and the early 1970s.

Location:          Microforms
      F-13487

Location:          Secured Stacks - J. Stanley Brothers Collection

Call Number:       Glass Manufacturing Firm: Evans, Thomas, & Co.

MacBeth-Evans Glass Company, Pittsburgh, PA, USA.

[Notebook containing interoffice memos and letters concerning products made by Macbeth Evans and Corning Glass Works, MacBeth-Evans Division] [Pittsburgh: the company, 1935-1939] 

Arranged by type of ware, with tabs: Specialities, tumblers & sundries; export; kerosene lighting, etc.  Kept with MacBeth-Evans archives.

Section for kerosene lighting contains price lists,as well as a copy of the catalog :Glassware for oil and gas lighting! (number 201).

Location:          Secured Stacks - Rare Books

Call Number:       Archives

680

Macbeth-Evans lighthouse equipment photos [electronic resource]

[Chicago : Great Lakes Lighthouse Research, 2009] Images in .jpg, .tif, and .pdf formats.

1 CD-ROM :

Title from disk label.

Primarily images of Macbeth-Evans lenses but includes lamp chimneys, advertisements and advertising paperweights, documents, portraits of George A. Macbeth and Thomas Evans, pictures of the glass plants in Charleroi and Toledo, a map of Pittsburgh showing the Macbeth-Evans Glass Co., a photograph of Macbeth-Evans workers ca. 1900, images of a Mangin mirror, illustrations of a turn of the century glasshouse in operation, and a copy of

Fifty years of glass making, 1869-1919 (digitized by Google). 

System requirements: Adobe Acrobat Reader; any image viewer

that can display .jpg and .tif files.

Location:          Stacks        TC379 .M12

Macbeth-Evans Glass Company, Plaintiff v. H. Northwood Co., Defendant

District Court of the United States for the Northern District of West Virginia, case no. 158, filed Sept. 21, 1917. 662 pp

Document, Archive

Box with these papers are now filed in the bottom drawer of the 2nd documents filing cabinet (2/99) [Photocopies of documents (transcripts and briefs) relating to the use of Patent No. 13,766, batch for illuminating glassware. Papers are now filed in the National Archives

- Mid-Atlantic Region, Philadelphia]

Notable Acquisition

Location:          Secured Stacks - Archives (Non-Active)

46054

MacBeth, George A., & Co., Pittsburgh PA. [Collection of papers] 1880-1919.  36 items.


From J. Stanley Brothers glass company files: F-13,124

MacBeth-Evans Glass Company. [Archival materials]. Charleroi: [ca. 1888-1969]. 2 boxes : ill.

An assortment of letters, articles, advertisements, drawings, blueprints, etc., pertaining to the manufacture of various products at MacBeth-Evans, from 1893-, including lamp chimneys, globes, shades & bowls, glassware for railroads, ships, lens, tumblers, etc. Includes a mold directory of blue prints for MacBeth-Evans products, ca. 1911-1921,1914  blueprints of  lighthouse lens for the Panama Canal, etc.  
<Microfilm: Microfilm R-380-a, R-380-b,R-380-c ("Company archival materials")

<Location: Special - Archives>  

Bib record 65959

Macbeth-Evans Glass Company. Macbeth-Evans Glass Company, 1869-1919. [Pittsburgh : Macbeth-Evans Glass Company, c1919] 1 v. (post-binder) :

A golden anniversary book of portrait photographs of the factory management at Charleroi, Pa., Bethevan, Ind., Elwood, Ind., Toledo, Ohio.

Location:          Secured Stacks - Rare Books (Oversized)

Call Number:       Uncataloged #297

Location:  Microfiche f-4098)

97668

MacBeth-Evans Glass Co., Pittsburgh PA. [Collection of papers]  1885-1969.  32 items.


<From J. Stanley Brothers glass company files: F-13,123>


Lippert, C. G. [Oxy-acetylene welding, a talk given before the Macbeth-Evans Co. Technical Club, dated March 7, 1921]. 5 items : ink on paper ; 27 x 20 cm

Formerly Document 70:2. In digitization queue as of September 30, 2015.



Pages have staining, ink bleeding, and hole punches in left edge.

Location:
Secured Stacks - Documents

Call Number: 
 143575

Record Number: 143575

Macbeth, George A.  [Letters and billhead addressed to George Macbeth of Macbeth-Evans Glass Co.]. 

1892-1927.  6 items : ink on paper ; 20 x 13 - 22 x 28 cm

Formerly Document 10:3. Digitized in-house December 2015.

Location:
Secured Stacks - Documents

Call Number: 
 142074

Geo. A. Macbeth & Co.  [Advertisements dated March 1890].

Century Magazine March 1890. 

2 items : ink on paper ; 25 x 17 cm

Location:
Secured Stacks - Documents

Call Number: 
 145158

Record Number: 145158

 Macbeth-Evans Glass Company. Glassware for residential lighting ad.  S.l. : s.n. , [1931]. 2 p.  

National Builders catalog.

<Documents Unit 1, Drawer 1, Folder 78819>

The Story of Pittsburgh: v. 1, no. 5: Glass.  Pittsburgh: First National Bank, Dec. 1920.

Includes illustration of Charleroi plant, 3 pages on the firm.

Videos

Popular patterns of the Depression era / RoCliff

Communications.

Kansas City, Mo. : RoCliff Communications. c1993.

2 videocassettes (190 min.) :

Title from cassette label.

Accompanied by Pattern index for Vol. I and Vol. II.

Vol. I: American glassmaking in the 1920s-1930s, with the emergence of machine-made glass and mass production, with glass made by Hocking, Anchor-Hocking, Jeannette and Hazel Atlas. Volume II continues with the glass of Federal (22 min.), Indiana (17 min.), MacBeth-Evans (12

min.), U.S. Glass Co., McKee, Fenton, L.E.Smith, Lancaster, Liberty Works, Belmont and Imperial. For each company, there is a brief history of the firm, plus an introduction to some of its patterns. First in the series Living Glass. The AV Librarian has a listing of patterns included.  For the avid collector, seeking pattern information. 
Location:          Audio/Video Collection

Call Number:       Popular patterns of the Depression era

   2

Notes:             VHS

Websites:

https://www.replacements.com/crystal/MBE.htm
(2016 copy placed in vertical file)

Related materials:

Lamps & other lighting devices, 1850-1906. Compiled by the editors of the Pyne Press. [1st ed.] Princeton [N.J.] Pyne Press; distributed by Scribner, New York [1972]. 156 p.

American historical catalog collection

<Stacks / Cage NK6196 .L23 ; Microforms F-15207>

Popular Patterns of the Depression Era.  Producer, RoCliffe Communications, 1993. 98, 91 min.

Vol. I: American glassmaking in the 1920s-1930s, with the emergence of machine-made glass and mass production, with glass made by Hocking, Anchor-Hocking, Jeannette and Hazel Atlas.  Volume II continues with the glass of Federal (22 min.), Indiana (17 min.), MacBeth-Evans (12 min.), U.S. Glass Co., McKee, Fenton, L. E. Smith, Lancaster, Liberty Works, Belmont and Imperial.  For each company, there is a brief history of the firm, plus an introduction to some of its patterns.  First in the series Living Glass. The AV Librarian has a listing of patterns included.  For the avid collector, seeking pattern information.

Record Number:     62684

Rodefer Glass Company. [Letterheads on invoices and correspondence written to Rodefer Glass Co. from companies with initial letters G-Ma]. 1912-1951. 7 pieces.

Document.

<Location: Documents 92945>  <also: Microfilm R-715>

Semich, David D. The history and technology of glassmaking at the Corning - Charleroi plant : during the past 100 years 1893-1993. by David D. Semich. California, PA : the author , 1993. 25 p. 

Thesis, Master of Education in Computer Science, California University of Pennsylvania. Includes bibliographical references. Glass making at Charleroi (mixing, melting, forming, tempering, finishing); this is not a history of the Charleroi plant. CMGL has microfiche only; filmed from borrowed copy.

<Location: Microforms F-16972>

Tag, Thomas A. American made Fresnel Lenses. [Rev. 2004]. Dayton, OH : the author, c2004. ii, 19 leaves. Spiral bound. Includes bibliographical references (leaf 19). Includes images from the Rakow Library (leaves 10-12, 14-15) and Corning Incorporated archives (leaves 3-4, 15).

<TC379 .T12a 2004>

Walker, Percy H. (Percy Hargraves), b. 1867. Comparative tests of chemical glassware.  By Percy H. Walker and F. W. Smither. Washington, Govt Print. Off., 1918. 23 p. incl. illus., tables. 

Includes bibliographical references. Comparison of American chemical glassware (Macbeth Evans, Pyrex, Fry, Libbey) with their European counterparts, which could not be imprted during World War I. [United States] Bureau of Standards. Technologic papers, no. 10. Duncan 14311.

<Stacks / Cage QD53 .W18>

Weatherman, Hazel Marie. The decorated tumbler : a book for collectors / [research & editing by Hazel Marie Weatherman, Sue Weatherman]. Springfield, Mo. : Glassbooks, 1978. 170 p. 

Includes facsims. of sales catalogues of Bartlett-Collins, Federal, Hazel-Atlas, Hocking/Anchor Hocking, Jeannette, Libbey, Macbeth-Evans/Corning, West Virginia.

<NK5440.D7 W36>

You may wish to browse the library collections using the “Rakow Library Catalog” and “Article Index” databases at http://rakow.cmog.org to find additional materials.  

Trade catalogs

Numerous catalogs from the firm are available on microfiche at The Rakow Library.  They are not listed in this bibliography.  Check the online catalog : http://rakow.cmog.org
Trade journals

It is beyond the scope of this library to do research in the many "glass trade" journals (like China, Glass and Lamps,  Crockery and Glass Journal; Glass Industry; and National Glass Budget)  for articles on MacBeth-Evans.  Ask for more information about the library’s holdings.  The following are examples of articles and ads:

Glass Industry

  Dec. 1936, p.

National Glass Budget, 

  Nov. 14, 1936, page 1, 8

  Nov. 28, 1936, (page ?)

  Dec. 5, 1936, p. 7
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