 World’s Fair 1939 New York:

A Selective Bibliography
The Rakow Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

At the New York World’s Fair 1939, glass was on display in the sections for individual countries, and as noted below.

--The Glass Center was a group of displays, with a variety of glass from 3 American companies: Corning Glass Works and Steuben; Owens-Illinois Glass Co. (including Libbey Glass), and Pittsburgh Plate Glass.
--The Glass House (or House of Glass) was the exhibit of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass.  This was apparently part of the display “The Town of Tomorrow”, for which at least two brochures relating to PPG were printed; see below.
--Street of Tomorrow: store fronts

Books in The Rakow Library

Applied art in Finland = Les arts appliqués en Finlande =  Las artes utiles en Finlandia.

New York : The Finnish section of New York World's fair, 1939.    3 p. 79, [1] p.

In English, French and Spanish.  Editors: H. Röneholm, W. West, W. Wahlroos.

Glassware: p. 6-7, 49-58, 76; lighting: p. 72-3.

Location:          Stacks / Cage NK976 .A65

Busch, Jason T. and Catherine L. Futter, with contributions by Regina Lee Blaszczyk ...

Inventing the modern world : decorative arts at the world's fairs, 1851-1939. Pittsburgh, Pa. : Carnegie Museum of Art ; Kansas City, Mo. : The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art ; New York : Skira Rizzoli, 2012.

Consult index.

Stacks; Secured Stacks NK775.B87 2012z

Consolidated Edison Company of New York, inc. The city of light on the Plaza of Light at the New York  World's Fair, 1940 / presented by Consolidated Edison  System Companies. New York : Consolidated Edison : Distributed by New York  World's Fair 1939 Inc., c1940. ; [22] p., [1] folded leaf of plates.
Location:          Stacks / T785 .C75

Location:          Microforms
 F-18045

Designing tomorrow : America's world's fairs of the 1930s / edited by Robert W. Rydell and Laura Burd Schiavo ; with contributions by Robert Bennett ... [et al.]. New Haven : Yale University Press, c2010. xi, 210 p. :

Based on an exhibition held at the National Building Museum, Washington, DC, October 2010-July 2011. Includes bibliographical references (p. 201-202) and index. In the midst of the Great Depression, America's World's Fairs of the 1930s gave hope to millions, sustaining the assembled with visions of future of progress. This book celebrates the influence and impact of these international expositions. Safety glass ad: p. 29; William Wurster glass architecture: p. 120; G.E. display with stained glass: p. [192], 196.

Location:          Stacks
 T395.5.U6 D48 2010z

Fiat Metal Manufacturing Company, Long Island City, NY, USA.

The modern world's bath : Fiat shower cabinets. Long Island City, N.Y.  : the company, [n. d., ca. 1939] [3] p. : Trade catalog.

Glass shower enclosures; descriptions include prices. "While visiting the New York World's Fair, see Fiat shower cabinets and glass enclosures on display in Home

Building Products Bldg., space D-3, and also in Model Homes"--P. [3].

74866

Fédération nationale de la céramique et de la  verrerie.   Céramique, verrerie de France.                   Paris : Arts du Feu, 1939. 29 leaves.    Published in honor of the New York World's Fair and presented to the American merchants by the FNCV.

Location:          Stacks / Cage TP803.F8 F29

Globe Lighting Fixture Manufacturing Co., Brooklyn, N.Y.  Light conditioning lighting fitments.  Brooklyn : Globe Lighting Fixture, 1940.     78 p. : Catalogue no. 18.

Lighting by Globe in House no. 15, Town of Tomorrow, New   York World's Fair.

Fiche only; original owned by Smithsonian Institution     Libraries.

Location:          Microforms f-3446, 2

Glass Incorporated. The miracle of glass : its glorious past, its thrilling present, its miraculous future, as presented at Glass Center, New York World's Fair.  New York : Glass Inc., 1939.      63 p. 
Glass Incorporated was comprised of Corning Glass Works (with Steuben Glass), the Owens-Illinois Glass Co. (with Libbey tableware) and the Pittsburgh Plate Glass

Company. CMGL c. 1 includes a photocopy of a related article from National Glass Budget, Jan. 20, 1939: "Beautiful  lighting effects at Glass Center in N.Y. Fair".

Location:          Stacks; Secured Stacks      T785 .G54

New York World's Fair (1939-1940). Official guide book of the New York World's Fair, 1939.    1st ed.  New York : Exposition Publications, inc., c1939.  256 p. :

Glass, Incorporated: p. 185.  Includes Corning Glass Works, Owens-Illinois Glass Co. and Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.

Location:          Special
T785 .N56 *

Location:          Microforms
F-16714

New York World's Fair (1939-1940)  The Town of tomorrow : New York World's Fair 1939. [New York? : s.n., 1939] 15 pamphlets : 

Series of individual house plans (4 p.), each with a special theme and name, and each identified as to architect. Set of 15 pamphlets. Pamphlets and storage folder distributed at the World's Fair Town of tomorrow exhibit. Exhibit homes numbered 1-6, 8, 10, 13, 15-19, 21. CMGL copy lacks storage folder. Set appears to be complete; other libraries have same numbers in set.

no. 1. The dual duty house: an A.G.A. all gas house -- no. 2. The house of plywood: a G-E all electric house -- no. 3. The bride's home: a G-E all electric house -- no. 4. The Pittsburgh house of glass: a G-E all electric house -- no. 5. The small brick house of sheltered workshops -- no. 6. The small home of wood: an A.G.A. all gas house -- no. 8. The New England home -- no. 10. House of vistas -- no. 13. The garden home -- no. 15. The Johns-Manville triple insulated house: an A.G.A. all gas house -- no. 16. The Kelvin home -- no. 17. The Celotex house -- no. 18. The electric home: a G-E all electric home -- no. 19. The fire-safe home: a G-E all electric house -- no. 21. The motor home.

Location:  Special T785 .T74 1939 *
Volumes Owned:     no. 1-6, 8, 10, 13, 15-19, 21

New York World’s Fair 1940.  The town of tomorrow no. 5 the Pittsburgh House of Glass.  1940.   Similar to number 4 above, but with some changes.

<Special T785 .T74 1940 *>
New York World's Fair (1939-1940)  The Japanese pavilion, New York World's Fair, 1939. [New York : Japanese World's Fair Commission, 1939]    [8] p. 
Location: Cage – Uncataloged # 82843

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, Pittsburgh Corning  Corporation.

See the Pittsburgh exhibits at the New York World's Fair.   Pittsburgh : the company, 1939.    7 p.  brochure.
Location:          Documents
1, Folder 86630

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. Good housekeeping decorates and plans model rooms at the New York World's Fair showing how to use "Pittsburgh Glass' to give your home new color, light and beauty. Pittsburgh : Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co., c1939. Folded brochure.

Location:          Documents  92016

Online at “Glasslinks”: http://www.glasslinks.com/trivia/ppgandgh_39fair.htm 

Queens Museum.  Dawn of a new day: the New York World’s Fair, 1939-1940.
New York: Queens Museum and New York University Press, 1980.
Does not contain anything useful about the glass exhibit.

<Stacks T785.Q3>

Rossen, Howard M.  World's fair collectibles : Chicago, 1933 and New York,  1939 .   Atglen, Pa. : Schiffer, c1998.      160 p. :

Includes glasses and miscellaneous glass souvenirs.

Location:          Stacks
 T395.5.U5 .R82

Selling the world of tomorrow.  [New York : Museum of the City of New York, 1989]      [12] p. Exhibition held at the Museum of the City of New York, Oct.  17, 1989-Aug. 12, 1990.

Location:          Cage – Uncataloged # 42479

Steuben Glass, inc. Corning, NY, USA.  Modern glass, with a foreword by Sidney Waugh.  [New York, Steuben glass, inc., c1939]    [40] p.

Text: Sidney Waugh. Included: list of exhibits through 1939, and 1939 N.Y. World's Fair pieces. -- 1937 Paris   Gold Medal on back cover.

Trade Catalog
Tableware: Steuben F-08762T

Location:          Archives

Call Number:       Steuben Publications - Box 23 (Range 3, Bay D, Shelf 3)

Additional materials about the Steuben exhibit can be found in:

(1) Archives, Box 46: Folder of photos of objects displayed

(2)    Carder/Steuben Archives in jumbo boxes: , Box 30A NY 1939 Worlds' Fair (2 publications)

Stavenow, Åke, 1898-1971.  Swedish arts and crafts. Swedish modern--a movement towards    sanity in design. Edited by: Åke Stavenow ... Matis   Hörlén ... Åke H. Huldt ... [and] Elias Svedberg  ... To English by: Gösta E. Sandström.   [New York] The Royal Swedish commission, New York World's      fair, 1939.    95 p.

Glassware: p. 15-25.

Location:          Stacks         NK995 .S79

Teague, Walter Dorwin. Design this day; the technique of order in the machine age.

New York, Harcourt, Brace and Company [c1940]   xvii p., 1 β., 291 p.

Location:          Stacks      NX456 .T25

Wurts, Richard and others.  The New York World’s Fair 1939/1940 in 150 photographs by Richard Wurts and others.  Glass: p. 45, 52-54.

<Stacks
T785.W96 1977>

Articles
[Anonymous]

"Beautiful lighting effects at Glass Center in N.Y. Fair". 
National Glass Budget, Jan. 20, 1939: (laid in copy 1 of The Miracle of Glass)
“Cup Plates: 1939 NY Worlds Fair & San Francisco Golden Gate Exposition”

Antique & Collectors Reproduction News, v. 2, no. 12, Dec. 1993, p. 7

“Fair Memories”  Collector Editions, v. 17, no. 3, Fall 1989, p. 16

Steuben exhibit of 1939 World's Fair memorabilia and glass  pieces

“Glass in the world of today and tomorrow.”  
Glass Industry, v. 20, no. 5, May 1939, [3] pp.
CMGL: On microfilm; also
<VF: Exhibitions, World's Fairs, Expos,  New York City (1939)>

“Glass at New York World’s Fair” 
China Glass and Lamps, (March? April? May?) 1939, p. 12+.

Discusses “Glass in the Home” exhibit, as well as the exhibits of the Glass Center” – the general building, the Owens-Illinois exhibit, Libbey Glass, Pittsburgh Plate Glass, and that of Corning Glass Works/Steuben.

“Making glass while you wait” 
Glass Industry, Feb. 1939, p. 55.

CMGL: On microfilm; copy of article in VF

<VF: Exhibitions, World's Fairs, Expos,  New York City (1939)>

“Steuben Re-creates 1939 World's Fair in Fifth Avenue Shop” 
Antiques and The Arts Weekly, v. 17, no. 41, Oct. 13, 1989, p. 91

“Il vetro all'Esposizione di New York”
 Il Vetro, v. 17, no. 7, July 1939, pp. 266-271

Muranese glass at 1939 world's fair, New York

Periodicals TP854.I8.V58

VF: 
Exhibitions, worlds’ fairs—New York  
1930-1940

American Glass Review, v. 58, 1939: in chronological order

April 29, p. 19-20: Glass at New York World’s Fair

May 13, p. 10: Glass blower now bank official

May 13, p. 13: Corning, NY proceeds with plan for a miniature world’s fair

May 13, p. 19: Absolutely invisible glass

May 20, p. 19-20: Glass dining room suite being made by Logan Porter plant

June 3, p. 8: Corning Citizens plan to go ahead with their “little world’s fair”

June 10, p. 8: New York Fair’s gate predictions of glass executives…

June 24, p. 21-22: Latest uses of glass in homes stressed in fair’s House of Glass

July 1, p. 10: Glass braiding machine displayed at world’s fair

July 1, p. 17-18:  Glass exhibit on Treasure Island…

July 20, p. 18: Press a button, have a highball…

Aug. 12, p. 12: Glass Center at World’s Fair draws good proportion of crowds

Aug. 12, p. 22: Glass blowers, father and son, to demonstrate art…

Sept. 2, p. 14: Corning’s famed 20,000 lb. sky-eye now in its own glass walled museums

Sept. 16, p. 13-14: American glassware display at world’s fair is praised
Sept. 30, p. 82: World’s Fair Glass Center suffers little damage… 

National Glass Budget articles in chronological order from v. 55, 1939
May 6, , no. 1, p. 3+: Glass for modern living exemplified at N.Y. fair

June 17, no. ?, p. 17: House of glass completed…

July 1, no. ?, p. 12:  What you see in glass when at the New York World’s Fair 

By author

Bone, Eugenia. “The Cockette Collection.” 
Metropolis, v. 14, no. 7, March 1995, pp. 68-69

William Lescaze model of the Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co. pavilion for the 1939 New York World's Fair

Brooke, Bob. “1939 World's Fair Lives On through Collectibles.” 
Antique Week, (Eastern edition)  v. 31, no. 24, Aug. 31, 1998, p. 1+, ill.

Souvenir items include snowdomes and blown glass ships.

Brothers, J. Stanley, Jr. “Thumbnail Sketches.” 
Hobbies -- The Magazine for Collectors, v. 44, no. 6, Aug. 1939, p. 66, ill.

Glass at the New York World's Fair, 1939.

<VF: Exhibitions, World's Fairs, Expos,  New York City (1939)>
Also in the collected set of articles: Stacks / Cage  NK5112 .B87

Chervenka, Mark. “Art Deco Chrome Airplane Lamps.” 
Antique Trader's Collector, v. 3, no. 4, April 1996, p. 12

New lamps with metal airplane on a glass standard, a copy of a 1939 New York World's Fair commemorative bottle

Felt, Tom. “LE Smith -- The First 100 Years, The 1939 World's Fair Relish.” 
All About Glass, v. 4, no. 4, Jan. 2007, p. 21, ill.

Lee, W. Arthur. “Glass in the World of Tomorrow.” 
Glass Digest, v. 18, no. 5, May 1939, pp. 13-14, ill.

Glass at New York World's Fair, 1939.

Location: 
Periodicals TP860.G5492
Love, Madeline. “Grab those millions.” China, Glass and Lamps, August 1939, p. 9-10.

CMGL: Microfilm; copy in VF: Exhibitions—New York—World’s Fair 1939

Melrod, George. “I Have Seen the Future.” 
Art & Antiques, v. 20, no. 5, May 1997, pp. 74-79

World's Fair memorabilia, especially from the 1939 New York World's Fair

O'Shaughnessy, Tracey.  Piecing Together Brilliance Hidden in a Basement.

Republican-American, (Sept. 2, 2005), [2] p., ill.

Waterbury, Conn.

Window of concrete and glass by Jean Barillet, perhaps intended for display at the 1939 New York World's Fair. Photocopy.

VF: Glass painting and staining -- 20th century -- Gemmaux

Price, Bill. “Swizzling at the Fair” 
The Antique Trader Weekly, v. 34, no. 35, Aug. 29, 1990, pp. 124-125

Glass swizzle sticks from the 1939 New York World's Fair

Trautman, Jim. “The Golden Age of World's Fair Collectibles.” 
Today's Collector,  v. 4, no. 10, Oct. 1996, pp. 27-31

Includes 1939 New York World's Fair glassware

Westler, Barbara. “1939 World's Fair Salt and Pepper.” 
Glass Review, v. 11, no. 9, Nov. 1981, p. 30

Note: Art Index lists additional articles on the fair.  Pottery, Glass and Brass Salesman did not have any articles on glassware at the fair.  CMGL does not have Crockery and Glass Journal  for the late 1930s.
Other

Boland Mack, Gert.  Postcard collection.

Includes images of the Glass Center Building at the 1939 World’s Fair;

(Postcards made from photos by Ezra Stoller are protected by copyright; Esto owns the copyright and must be contacted prior to reproduction of postcards in Gert Boland Mack postcard collection for the fair.  Whether the 1939 postcards were by Ezra Stoller has not been determined when this bibliography was compiled.)

Fiberglas wonder book [realia]. [New York : s.n., 1939]  Samples of yarn, tape, braided sleeving and tying cord and  one glass marble ;

On spine: "1939 New York World's Fair". Item consists of samples of typical basic forms of fiberglas textiles, with brief commentary on the composition of fiberglass and its uses.

Location:          Documents

Call Number:       Folder 91

[Fiberglass bookmark] [realia]. 1 fiberglass strip.
Printed on bookmark:  "Made at Glass Center, New York World's Fair 1939, Fiberglas, 100 % Pure Glass."  Fringed ends are not stitched, so are raveling.

Location:          Documents

Call Number:       Folder 91

New York World's Fair 1939: 117-The Glass Centre building.  [NY, NY : N.Y.W.F. , 1939] Brooklyn, NY Miller Art Co.  1 postcard:

Location:          Postcards

Call Number:       Box F
Bib 100139

Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation.  [Glass - but not fragile!] [realia]

Toledo, Ohio : Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation, [1939] 1 folded card with material sample.

Title supplied by cataloger. "Glass you can weave like silk!"--on outside of folded card.    Fiberglass sample from the 1939 World's Fair in New York City.

Location:          Documents

Call Number:       folder 91
Record Number:     64008

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, Pittsburgh Corning  Corporation. See the Pittsburgh exhibits at the New York World's Fair. Pittsburgh : the company, 1939. 7 p. brochure. 
Location:          Documents

Call Number:       Unit 1, Drawer 1, Folder 86630

Star Pylon, New York World's Fair. [picture]. New York, NY : Interborough News Co. , [1939] Chicago, IL  Curtteich & Co.   1 postcard. 
This is a shaft of varnished wood and its unusual size make it one of the most attention-compelling structures in the Fair.  It is fitted with tube lighting behind shields and the light. directed on the deeply-fluted varnished wood surface give an unusual, pleasing

illumination to the whole tower at night.

Location:          Postcards

Call Number:       Box F

New York World's Fair 1939: 117-The Glass Centre building. [NY, NY : N.Y.W.F. , 1939] Brooklyn, NY Miller Art Co.  1 postcard.

Location:          Postcards
Box C

Record Number:     100139

The Rakow Library’s bibliography: Furniture Glass Chairs includes some references to the glass chair designed by Louis Dierra for PPG.
The Mueller Steuben Archives has a comprehensive coverage of Steuben from 1933-late in the 20th century, including references to periodical articles, copies of catalogs, and other materials on the 1939 World’s Fair (see Exhibits Notebooks for 1938/39, 1939/40)

http://exhibitions.nypl.org/biblion/worldsfair/
The New York Public Library has the corporate archives for the fair

Material not in the Rakow Library:

[Amateur film: Medicus collection: New York World’s Fair 1939-40] Medicus (P.), reel 3, part 2, 1939

Description as found on the Internet

www.archive.org/details/Medicusc1939_9 .

This is an amateur film of, among other things, several of the glassblowers from Pairpoint.  Their exhibit is shown beginning with minute 8 (the film lasts 17+ minutes).  The photographer films their exhibit for a minute or so,pans to other areas, then returns to them.  It is in this second segment that Gilly Gulbranson is shown making a vase.  Also are shown are shots of the Glass Pavillion, exterior and interior.  (on the Internet, May 2009)

Glasslinks: http://www.glasslinks.com/trivia/worldsfair1939.htm
Glasslinks: http://www.glasslinks.com/trivia/worldsfair1939.htm 

Brooke, Bob.  “Souvenirs from the 1939 New York World's Fair Highly Collectible.” The Antiques Almanac website: 

http://theantiquesalmanac.com/worldsfairsouvenirs.htm 
http://blog.cmog.org/2016/04/13/house-hunters-town-of-tomorrow/
Rakow Research Library

5 Museum Way, Corning, NY 14830

(607) 438-5300
rakow@cmog.org
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