Reverse Painting on Glass: Techniques and Conservation
A Guide to Resources

Rakow Research Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

Note: terminology in other languages: Fixé sous verre (French]; Hinterglasmalerei (German] 

English language
Aiken, Carol.  “Conservation and Care of Reverse Paintings on Glass,” Art & Antiques, v. 6, no. 4, July/Aug. 1982, pp. 44-46.  <Location: Periodicals>
Binnington, Frances.  "Reverse Painting & Guilding Behind Glass: the Story of a Nearly Lost Art, from the Late Middle Ages to the First World War," The Gilder's Tip, issue 1, 2001, pp. 4-8. 

Note: History and techniques.  Also published in: Conservation news, No.76 (2001), pp.38‑41, which is not in CMGL
Binnington, Frances.  "Reverse Painting & Gilding Behind the Glass: Part 2….," The Gilder's Tip, issue 2, 2001, pp. 4-7.   
Binnington, Frances. “Reverse Painting & Gilding behind Glass: Part 3.  The Use of Gold, Silver and Imitation Metal Leaf in Reverse Glass Painting.” The Gilder's Tip, no. 2 [3], 2001, pp. 11-13, ill.

Binnington, Frances. “Reverse Painting and Gilding on Glass: A Case of Terminological Inexactitude.” Glass Art Society Journal, 2004, pp. 57-58, ill.  

Explanation of German, French, Italian, English, and Dutch terms.

Bretz, Simone and others. “A German House Altar from the Sixteenth Century: Conservation and Research of Reverse Paintings on Glass.”

Studies in Conservation, v. 53, no. 4 (2008), pp. 209-224, ill. 0039-3630

French, German, and Spanish summaries, p. 224.

Periodicals PER N8554 .S93

Burleigh, Frances D.  “Reverse Painting Techniques,”
National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors, v. 21, no. 4, 1979, pp. 399-422. 

<VF: Glass types - pictures - reverse paintings on clocks, mirrors….>
Caldararo, Niccolo.  “Conservation Treatments of Paintings on Ceramic and Glass: Two Case Studies.” Studies in Conservation  v. 42, no. 3, 1997, pp. 157-164


Note: The treatment of the reverse-painted glass from a New England clock of about 1900

Clarke, Harold George.  The Story of Old English Glass Pictures, 1690-1810.  London: Courier Press, [1928]; Chapter II, "The Making of a Glass Picture," includes an extract of William Salmon's "Polygraphice," published in 1700, pp. 5-11.  <Cage ND1590.C59>
Davis, Lee H.  "Some Notes Concerning Reverse Painting on Glass," offprint 1970.  [flooded, difficult to read]    
<VF: Glass types - pictures - reverse paintings – techniques>
Davison, Sandra; and Jackson, Patricia R.   "The restoration of decorative flat glass: four case histories." The Conservator   No.9 ( 1985), pp.3‑13. 
 
Note: Report on the restoration of antique wall mirrors and of reverse‑painted glass panels. 

Dimock, Anne. Reverse glass painting : tips, tools, and techniques for learning the craft / Anne Dimock ; photography by Kevin Brett. 1st ed. Mechanicsburg, PA : Stackpole Books, c2010. 160 p.  
Includes bibliographical references (p. 160).

Location:          Stacks #120342 (3/13: not yet cataloged)

Dupont, Marianne; Hinrichs, Kathrin.   "Hinterglasmalerei/reverse painting on glass in 18th and 19th  century Southern Germany ‑ reconstruction of 6 "hinterglas" techniques" ICOM committee for conservation: 8th triennial  meeting, Sydney, Australia, 6‑11 September, 1987. Preprints Grimstad, Kirsten (Editor); Marina del Rey: Getty Conservation Institute, 1987, pp.957‑967 
Emery, Margaret J.  Techniques in Reverse Glass Painting, [Averill Park, NY: the author], 1991; (Pittsfield, MA: Quality Printing).  131 pp.  <NK5410.E53; Microfiche f-13,600>
Guelpa, John B.  A treatise on painting on glass.  Italian artist.  Boston : published by the author, 1860.  33 p.   Microfiche. 1 microfiche ; 11 x 15 cm.  CMG has both on microfiche (f-9193, 1 sheet) and on film (R-396-o), but does not own the original.  "... reverse painting on glass with oil colors. Discusses the color preparation and variations in drying time ...  best color for effect ... special attention to the face ..." (Brady / Stained Glass).  <Microforms R-396>

Hutchings, Dorothy.  "Reverse Glass Paintings for Clocks and Mirrors," The Decorator, Spring 1963, pp. 7-10.  
<VF: Glass types - pictures - reverse paintings on clocks, mirrors…>
Jensen, Judy Bally.  “Reverse Painting: The Process,” Glass Studio, no. 46, Dec. 1985, p. 11.  <Location: Periodicals>
Jordan, Fi. “Reverse Painting on Glass in the British Galleries.” V&A Conservation Journal (The Quarterly Publication of the Victoria & Albert Museum Conservation Department), no. 39, 2001, p. 6, ill.  Photocopy. Conservation procedures.  
<VF: Glass types—Pictures—Reverse glass painting—Technique, repair & restortion>
Müller, Monika.  Folk Art on Glass.  1st ed.  Cape Town, South Africa : Tafelberg, 1988.  40, [27] p. Instructions, techniques, and materials for transparent glass painting, reverse glass painting, and painting glasses, mugs, and decanters. 
<NK5410 .M95; Microforms F-17861>

Reverse Painting on Glass.  Chattanooga, TN: J & S, [n.d.]  3 p.  
<VF: Glass types - pictures - techniques….>
Ryser, Frieder and Bolster, Jane A., ed.  “Techniques of Reverse Painting on Glass: An Historical Overview,” The Decorator, v. 48, no. 2, Spring/Summer 1994, pp. 6-16.  [Journal of the Historical Society of Early American Decoration; edited from a paper presented by Ryser at the Corning Museum of Glass, 1992]   <Location: Periodicals>
Shepard, Greta. “Reverse Painting on Glass,” The Gilder’s Tip, Spring 1997, pp. 7-8. 
Thornton, Jonathan.  "A transfer treatment technique for Hinterglasmalerei." Journal of  the American Institute for Conservation  Vol.20 No.1‑2 ( 1980) Pp.28‑35 

Not in CMGL
Vandervort, Althea.  “Let’s Do Some Reverse Painting on Glass,” National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors, Oct. 1963, pp. 977-981.  

<VF: Glass types - pictures - reverse paintings on clocks, mirrors…>
Waggoner, Shawn.  “The Glass Canvas: Cold and Reverse Painting,” Glass Art Magazine, v. 4, no. 6, Sept./Oct. 1989, pp. 4-10. <Location: Periodicals>
Videos:

Corning Museum of Glass 1992 Seminar, tape  4: The Vitreous Canvas... by Catherine "Cappy" Thompson Producer, The Corning Museum of Glass, 1992.  70 min.  "...A look at the objects and techniques of contemporary glass painters"  This is primarily a survey of artists' work, with only brief explanations of technique.  She includes cold painting (Zamecnikova, Musler, Ruffner,etc.), reverse painting (M.White, Bally- Jensen, etc.), grisaille technique (Reyntiens, Stockhausen, Elskus, Hydman-Vallien, Eisch, Huth, Schaechter, Weiss, Lieberman, etc.), and other artists who incorporate painting on glass into their work, such as David Hopper with enamels, Paul Marioni, Fred Kahl, etc.  She also reviews some of her own work.

Foreign languages:

Agnini, Elena. „Hinterglasbilder: Erfahrungen bei der Konservierung, Restaurierung und Montierung.“ Restauro, no. 4, July/Aug. 1999, pp. 258-265, ill.


Note: Conservation, restoration, and mounting of glass paintings.

Bigler‑Grtler, Julia. Die Hinterglasmalerei von Paul Klee: (bergang zu einer mehr malerischen Auffassung" (The reverse‑glass painting of Paul Klee: crossing to a more painting understanding), Zeitschrift fur  Kunsttechnologie und Konservierung: ZKK  Vol.17 No.1 (2003), pp.5‑3.

NOT IN CMGL

Decoration sur verre. Paris: Dessain et Tolra, 1981. (Manu-Cadets).  48 pp.

  <NK5410.D29; microfiche f-12,160>
Bretz, Simone. “Kleines Handbuch der Hinterglasmalerei = Petit manuel de la peinture sous verre.” Glanzlichter: Die Kunst der Hinterglasmalerei = Reflets enchanteurs: L'Art de la peinture sous verre. Wabern: Benteli, 2000, pp. 287-315, ill.

Bretz, Simone. “Maltechnik und Glastechnik in der Hinterglasmalerei 1600  bis 1650.“ Farbige Kostbarkeiten aus Glas: Kabinettstucke der Zurcher Hinterglasmalerei 1600-1650.   Munchen: Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, 1999, pp. 181-219,  ill.

Haff, Corinna.  „Pigmente und Bindemittel der Hinterglasmalerei nach 1600 und deren Analysen.“ In: Farbige Kostbarkeiten aus Glas: Kabinettstucke der Zurcher Hinterglasmalerei 1600-1650.   Munchen: Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, 1999, pp. 220-242,     ill.

Keller, Rolf E. “ Die Menteler und die Hinterglasmalerei des 18. Jahrhunderts in Zug.” Glanzlichter:  Die Kunst der Hinterglasmalerei = Reflets enchanteurs: L'Art de la peinture sous verre. Wabern: Benteli, 2000, pp. 277-285, ill.

Krettek, Felizitas.  Naive Hinterglasmalerei: Materialen, Techniken, Bildvorlagen. Niedernhausen/Ts. :Falken, 1985.  64 p.  
<NK5410.K92n ; microfiche f-10,594>
Krettek, Felizitas and Beeh-Lustenberger, Suzanne.  Glasmalerei als Kunst und Hobby.  Niedernhausen: Falken-Verlag, 1980. 128 pp.  
<NK5410.K92; microfiche f-11,434>
Magin, Claudia. ” "Durchsichtige Verguldungen, Blattmetalle hinter Glas: Schadensbilder und Moglichkeiten der Restaurierung. Untersuchungen  vonn Konsolidierungsmitteln auf ihre Eignung" (Transparent gilding:  reverse‑glass painting with metal foil. Deterioration and               restoration possibilities. Research on consolidation media) 


(Zeitschrift fur Kunsttechnologie und Konservierung v. 16 No.2 (2002),  pp.307‑335)

NOT IN CMGL

Millan, Eric and Olivier Grard. Nouvelles techniques de peinture sur verre.    Paris: Desssaie et Tolra, 1986.  Primarily analysis of the work of G. Dulis and D. Buchmann.    <NK5410.M63; microfiche f-12,185>
Obermair, Gilbert.  Hinterglasmalerei: Anregungen, Anleitungen und Motive für das Malen hinter Glas.  München: Wilhelm Heyne Verlag, 1979. 127 pp. <NK5410.012 ; microfiche f-6115>
Rambeck, Brigitta.  Meisterschule Hinterglasmalerei und verwandte Glaskünste: Technik, Motive, Vorlagen.  Augsburg: Augustus Verlag, 1993. 140 pp.  

<NK5410.R16 ; microfiche f-14,809>
Rebel, Marco.  „Augsburger Hinterglasmalerei: Konservierung/Restaurierung   eines signierten Hinterglasbildes.“ Restauro, no. 3, April/May 2000, pp. 174-179, ill. 


Note: Conservation and restoration of a signed glass painting from Augsburg.

Renz, Roberta.  Hinterglasbilder : Technologie - Untersuchung - Konservierung ; die Freistadter Sammlung..  Wien : Bohlau, 2005.  187 p., [32] p. of plates.

Note: Revised Diplomarbeit - Universitat fur angewandte   Kunst, Wien.  (Konservierungswissenschaft, Restaurierung, Technologie ;   Bd. 2)

Location:          Stacks
ND1590.R42
Ritz, Gislind M.  Hinterglasbilder.    Ettal : Buch-Kunstverlag, [1968].   44 p. 
Location:          Stacks / Cage
 ND1590 .R61h

Location:          Microforms

 F-16992

Ryser, Frieder.  "Hinterglasmalerei und die Kunst des "Amelierens": Ein Begriff im Wechsel der Jahrhunderte" (Glass painting and the art of  amelieren": a concept changing through the centuries), Restauro  Vol.100 No.1 ( 1994) Pp.26‑31 
Ryser, Frieder. “Die Kunst der Hinterglasmalerei--Wesen, Technik und Geschichte.” Glanzlichter: Die Kunst der Hinterglasmalerei = Reflets enchanteurs: L'Art de la peinture sous verre. Wabern: Benteli, 2000, pp. 167-275, ill. 

Schott, Franz L.  „Die Restaurierung von drei Hinterglasmalereigefassen des Schweizerischen Landesmuseums.“  In: Farbige Kostbarkeiten aus Glas: Kabinettstucke der Zurcher Hinterglasmalerei 1600-1650.   MuÌˆnchen: Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, 1999, pp. 243-266, ill.

Seelig, Lorenz.  „Werke der Hinterglasmalerei in Goldschmiedefassungen: Zu einer wenig beachteten Gattung des Kunsthandwerks der Spatrenaissance. In:   Farbige Kostbarkeiten aus Glas: Kabinettstucke der   Zurcher Hinterglasmalerei 1600-1650. Munchen: Bayerisches Nationalmuseum, 1999, pp. 75-100, ill.

Sismanoglu, G.  "Salzburger Barockveduten als Hinterglas‑Goldradierungen mit               Spiegelrahmen" (Reverse goldpainting on glass with mirror framing  for baroque views of Salzburg) In: Mirabilia und Curiosa:  Portrõtminiaturen, Elfenbein, Wachs, Pastiglia, Scagliola, Eglomisé, Keramik, Steinõtzung, Leder, Klosterarbeiten, Eisenschnitt (Restauratorenblõtter; Band 21)   Klosterneuburg: Mayer & Comp., 2000 Pp.149‑153 

Note: In the priest seminar in Salzburg a series is preserved of reverse glass paintings with gold leaf incision for architectures and blue  backgrounds from indigo/lead white paint. 


NOT IN CMGL

Wohlfahrt, Frank.  La peinture sous verre. Paris: Dessain et Tolra, 1987.  64 pp.   

<NK5410.W84; microfiche f-14,018>
Painting on Glass 
** See also titles relating to painting on glass (NK5410), [and CMoG bibliography "Glass Painting - Old Time Books"]

Elskus, Albinas.  The Art of Painting on Glass: Techniques and Designs for Stained Glass.  New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1980. 147 pp.  <NK5410.E49>
Hattell, Birthe.  Magic on Glass: New Approaches to Glass Painting.  Kenthurst, Australia: Kangaroo Press, 1990.  <NK5410.H36>
Kramer, Jack.  Painting on Glass.  New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1977.  100 pp.  Reverse paintings, pp. 7, 31, 33-35, 42-44. <TT298.K89>
Neal, Moira and Howarth, Lynda.  Painting on Glass: Stylish Designs and Practical Projects.  Asheville, NC: Lark Books, 1997. (The Weekend Crafter) (1-57990-029-1 pbk ; avail. from Whitehouse Books.com or Lark Books, 50 College St., Asheville, NC 28801 1-800-284-3388 $14.95 est.)  < TT298.N34>
Rothenbert, Polly.  Creative Stained Glass: Techniques for Unfired and Fired Projects.  New York: Crown Publishers, 1973.  96 pp.  < NK5410.R84 cage>
Sabine, Ellen S.  American Folk Art.  Drawings by the author.  Color photographs by Hilda Borcherdings.  New York, Bonanza Books [1958].  132 p.  Instructional manual for decorating various household objects, with special attention paid to Pennsylvania.  Dutch designs and motifs.  How to do reverse painting on glass: p.53-56.    

<NK1130 .S11 1958 Cage>

Suffling, Ernest R.  A Treatise on the Art of Glass Painting.  London: Scott, Greenwood and Co., 1902; reprint: London: Mansard Press, 1984.  144 pp.  

<NK5410.S94 1984>
Vispré, Francois Xavier.  Le Moyen de devenir peintre en trois heures, et d'exécuter au pinceau les ouvrages des plus grands Maîtres, sans avoir appris le dessein.  Paris:  Chez les Libraires Associés, 1755.  [2], iv, 131, [1] pp.  [Massing, "From Print to Painting: The Technique of Glass Transfer Painting," Print Quarterly, VI, no. 4, London, 1989pp. 382-93].  Vispré, painter of miniature portraits and still lifes, tells how to become a painter in 3 hours by copying paintings onto glass in a print technique First publ. 1755. See also publs. by Ann Massing: Painting materials & tech...no.50;& article in Print Quarterly VI#4.  Vispré, a painter of miniature portraits and still-lifes, explains how to become a painter in 3 hours by copying paintings by laying prints onto glass so that the paper may be rolled off & the ink left behind. The outlines are colored in, much like an oil [reverse] painting behind glass.  
      <Special Uncataloged 746; may be used only with special permission.>
Useful historical texts:

Eswarin, Rudy, “Reverse Painting on Glass,” The Glass Circle, no. 4, 1982, pp. 46-63.

Ryser, Frieder.  "Amalierte Stuck uff Glass: Hinder Glas gemalte Historien und Gemäld" Frieder Ryser, Brigitte Salmen.  2. verbesserte Aufl.  Murnau: Schlossmuseum  Murnau, 1997.  175 p.  "Hinterglaskunst von der Antike bis zur Neuzeit." Revised edition of the 1995 exhibition catalog.  Includes bibliographical references (p. 171-175).  Reverse glass paintings, primarily European, of the 14th-17th centuries, as well as the technique of creating them.  Paintings are from private collections (especially that of Frieder Ryser), as well as museums.  Includes 3 CMG objects.  CMGL also has 1st ed. NK1590.R99a  <ND1590 .R99a 1997; Microforms F-17596>

Ryser, Frieder.  Reverse Painting on Glass: The Ryser Collection.  Corning, NY: The Corning Museum of Glass, 1992.  168 pp.  Based on Verzauberte Bilder by Frieder Ryser, transl. and edited by Rudy Eswarin. < ND1590.R99r>
Speights, M. W.  “Under Glass Buttons,” The National Button Bulletin, v. 44, no. 5, Dec. 1985, pp. 193-208.  [Materials and supplies used in 18th c. buttons: reverse painting, églomisé, sulphide]

Ward, Mildred Lee.  Reverse Paintings on Glass, Lawrence, KS: The Helen Foresman Spence Art Museum, University of Kansas, 1978.  128 pp.  <ND1590.W25>
Additional bibliographies for historical reverse painting:

· Reverse painting on glass (English)
· Reverse painting on glass (Foreign language)
· Reverse painting on glass - Chinese

· Looking glasses/Mirrors with scenes/Tablets painted on glass/Painted banjo clocks

· Verre eglomise

· Verre Eglomise

Vertical file headings:

· Glass types - pictures - general

· Glass types - pictures - reverse painting - technique, reproduction, restoration

· Glass types - pictures - reverse paintings on clocks, mirrors, looking glasses, etc.

(also others by country)
From GAS 1/10: Class Description:

The Art of Ice Glass: the Basics is an introductory class where you will learn the fundamentals of Rick L. Silas’s techniques of reverse painting on glass.  Rick has spent more than thirty years developing and mastering this new and exciting artistic medium.  In only four classes you will leave with a working knowledge of Ice Glass, two paintings of your own and a numbered certificate. All materials are included (resins, spray paints and tempered glass.)  You just need to bring an idea or image of what you would like to create during your time with Rick.

For more information please call (250) 656-9370 Or email:  silasr@shaw.ca

Silastial® Glass Inc.103, 2031 Malaview Avenue WestSidney, British Colombia Canada V8L 5X6

Conservation

Glass Science in Art and Conservation (1st : 2005 : Lisbon, Portugal)

Glass Science in Art and Conservation : an international conference devoted to the applications of science to glass art and the conservation of glass artifacts : 19-20 September 2005, New University of Lisbon, Campus Caparica, Portugal / organized by Department of Conservation and Restoration, New University of Lisbon, Research Unit Glass and Ceramics for the Arts, Nuclear and Technological Institute. [Lisboa] : ITN : Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Faculdade de CieÌ‚ncias e Tecnologia, [2005]. 152 p. 
Location:          Secured Stacks
   NK5104.5 .G545 2005

ICOM Committee for Conservation. Working Group "Glass and Ceramics". Interim meeting

Glass and ceramics conservation 2007 : interim meeting of the ICOM-CC Working Group / edited by Lisa Pilosi. Nova Gorica : GorisÌŒki muzej Kromberk, 2007. 248 p. :

Contributions to the ICOM Committee for Conservation interim meeting held in Nova Gorica, Slovenia, at the GorisÌŒki muzej Kromberk, Aug. 27-30, 2007. Includes bibliographical references.

Location:          Stacks
      NK5104.5 .I26 2007

Location:          Secured Stacks     NK5104.5 .I26 2007
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