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Note: There is sometimes confusion between the type of glass and the brand name of Pyrex, just as the generic term “facial tissue” is confused with the brand name “Kleenex”.  Not all borosilicate glass is/was made by the company Corning and the brand name Pyrex includes several different types of glass. 
Borosilicate glass is a general term for the type of glass with the main glass-forming constituents being silica and boron oxide. Borosilicate glasses are most well known for having very low coefficient of thermal expansion (~5 × 10-6 /°C at 20°C), making them resistant to thermal shock, more so than any other common glass.

Borosilicate glass was first developed by German glassmaker Otto Schott in the late 19th century and sold under the brand name "Duran" in 1893. 
Corning Glass Works introduced its brand of borosilicate glass, with the trade name “Pyrex” in 1915, and the name Pyrex became a synonym for borosilicate glass in the English-speaking world.
Corning Glass Works made Pyrex from 1915-1989.

Corning Incorporated, the new name for the firm Corning Glass Works, made Pyrex from 1989-1998.    In 1998, Corning sold its Consumer Products Division to World Kitchens, which has made and sold Pyrex since then. Corning, Inc. still makes Pyrex labware.
In 1920, Fry Glass Company began to make “Fry Oven Glass”, under a license agreement with Corning Glass Works.

In 1921, McKee Glass Co. began to make “Glassbake” under a license agreement with Corning Glass Works.

In 1921?, Wear Flint Glass Works (a British firm) , led by Jobling Purser, began manufacturing Pyrex, under a license agreement with Corning Glass Works.

In 1922, Corning and Saint Gobain formed ‘La Société Le Pyrex’, in Bagneaux-sur-Loing, France.  Pyrex ware was sold in France, Belgium, Holland, Spain and Italy. ‘La Société Le Pyrex’ produced Pyrex until 1954 or 1955, when Société Le Pyrex was reorganized as Sovirel. 
(Chambon Archives, French trade catalogs: folders for Pyrex in Brussels, from the early 1950s)
In 1927, license to make Pyrex ware in Germany was granted by Corning, to ???

In 1930, a license to make Pyrex ware in Japan was granted by Corning, to ???

By 1930, Schott was making Duran cookware.  In the early 1930s, borosilicate cookware designed by Wilhelm Wagenfeld was being sold by Schott.

(The firm is also known as Jenaer Glas / Schott Jenaer)
In 19??, Arc International in Europe began to make Pyrex.  Their website lists locations in France, United Kingdom (Wear Glass Works), Italy, Spain, Germany, but it is not clear where the glass is made exactly.  The website uses brand names of Arcocroc, Arcoflan, and Pyrex.
In 1946 the company Corning Glassworks Ltd.  began to make Pyrex in Canada, at their factory in Leaside, Ontario (Near Toronto).  They made at least 3 patterns: Corex, Crow and Piecrust, at some time between 1946 and 1954.
According to Florences’ Ovenware from the 1920s to the present:
Other American companies which made glass ovenware (advertised as heat resistant, heat proof or ovenproof) and glass dishes, containers and kitchenware, include:

Anchor Hocking (Fire King)

Federal Glass

Fry Glass Co. (Pearl Oven Ware; Fry Oven Glass)

McKee (Glasbak; Glasbake)

McKee Division of Thatcher Glass Corp. (Glasbak)

Jeannette Glass (Glasbake)

After the 1970s, Pyrex glass was made in Japan, Brazil and Australia, according to Rogove’s book, but there is no additional information.

Miscellaneous
Arc International uses borosilicate glass in its Pyrex glass kitchen products, however the U.S. manufacturer of Pyrex kitchenware uses soda-lime glass[3]. In addition, Corning Glass Works produced its Flameware line using aluminosilicate glass, but marketed the line under Pyrex. Thus Pyrex can refer to either soda-lime glass or borosilicate glass when discussing kitchen glassware, while Pyrex, Duran and Kimax all refer to borosilicate glass when discussing laboratory glassware.

PYREX® glass products sold in North America have been manufactured in the United States since 1915, and are currently manufactured at World Kitchens’ Charleroi, Pennsylvania plant near Pittsburgh.
Rakow Research Library

5 Museum Way, Corning, NY 14830

(607) 438-5300 | rakow@cmog.org | Ask a Librarian
Updated rb 10/2015
