Tools: Pontil: definition / origin

Definitions of Pontil on the Web:

www.thestorefinder.com/glass/library/terms/termsP.html
The pontil, or punty, is a solid metal rod that is usually tipped with a wad of hot glass, then applied to the base of a vessel to hold it during manufacture. It often leaves an irregular or ring-shaped scar on the base when removed. This is called the "pontil mark."
www.thestorefinder.com/glass/library/terms/termsP.html 

Also called a "punty." An iron rod to which a partially finished molten object is transferred from the blow-pipe. A small gathering is attached to the rod, and adhered to the "bottom" of the glass object. Pieces are moved from a blow-pipe to a pontil in order to finish a bottle neck, or shape the mouth opening. When detached, leaves a rough, circular "pontil mark."
www.guadalupeglass.com/Glossary.html 

A metal rod used by glassblowers to make small gathers or to provide a handle for an object while it is being made. Flameworkers use glass rods for puntis.
www.urbansky.com/glossary.html 

Solid iron rod used to hold the glass after being transferred from the blowing iron.
www.iaa.bham.ac.uk/bufau/bull_ring_archive/glossary%20f.htm
www.answers.com 
Pontil: 

 [from the] French pontil, possibly from Italian puntello, diminutive of punto, point, from Latin pūnctum, from neuter past participle of pungere, to prick.]

pun·ty (pŭn'tē) [image: image1.png]



n., pl. -ties. 
An iron rod on which molten glass is handled when being shaped and worked. Also called pontil.
www.dienet.com

Pontee \Pon*tee"\, n. [F. pontil, pontis.] (Glass Making)

   An iron rod used by glass makers for manipulating the hot glass; -- called also, puntil, puntel, punty, and  ponty. 

English:
punty, pontil, spinning rod, sticking up iron

French: le pontil (formerly pontis)

German: Das Hefteisen, Der Heftnabel, Ds Bindeeisen, Das Nabeleisen

Italian: Pontello, puntello

Derivation from first to latest spelling, according to various sources, and appearance of the words according to Google Books.  However, without etymological dictionaries in Italian and French, this is only the beginning of a explanation.  The first use of the words in Italian and in French cannot be determined at this point (February 2010)
Pungere (Latin), (“to prick) for which the neuter past participle is pungere

Punto  (Italian) (“point”)

Puntello, (Italian)  a diminutive of punto

1987 definition of pontello/puntello:
Ferro con prelevata una piccolo aquantita di vetro adoperato dal vetraio quando debba fissure il pezzo dalla parte opposta alla canna da soffio, prima di staccarlo da questa, per rifinirlo ulteriormente; ferro pieno lungo 150 cm circa, diametro 10-30 mm utilizzato dal servente per levare il vetro dal forno.  (Glossario del vetro veneziao, dal trecento al novecento)

1773:  Francesco Griselini, Marco Fassadoni.  Dizionario delle arte e de mestieri.  Volume 15
Pages 420-421, “Degli specchi soffiati”, the section uses the words vetri, canna, pontella and pontello, puntellare
1775:  Gasparo Patriarchi .  Vocabolario veneziano e padovao co’termini: e modi corrispondenti toscani, p. 244: 

Puntello. § Se- più debole el pontelo del trave. Più, debole il puntello tht la trave.
1811: Francesco d' Alberti di Villanuova.  Nuovo dizionario italiano-francese, volume 2
... sm dim. di puntello", patita etnie , support. Puntello, sm sorta ... ou 
accords - puntello ...
1858: Malaspina, Carolo.  Vocabolario parmigiano-italiano.  Page 327: 

Pontàl: s.m. Puntello…. Puntelleto, puntellino diminut.
Pontàl: s. m. T. de’ Vetr. Fattore.  Asta di ferro con capo conico, che serve per mettere I vetri nella tempera.

1859: Luigi Rusconi.  DIzionario unvierale archeologico-artistico-technologico… p. 263
... un bulino ed un pennello, e s'appoggia colla sinistra su d'un puntello, ... 
Il periodo più luminoso della pittura de'vetri è forse il secolo XV ...
1872: Dizionario della lingua italiana, volume 3, part 2: 
Il vetro di piombo, cosa nota a pochi nell'arte vetraria, in materia di colori, 
è il più vago e nobil vetro di lutti gl'altri vetri, che oggi si faccino ...

(but I do not find the word Puntello)
Pontil (French) possibly from Italian puntello

There are no references in Google books to the French use of the term.
1770s: Diderot’s Encyclopedia, whose spelling is somewhat  erratic, uses the spelling “pontis”

garniture en bois du bout du pontis. II. ... de verre pour tirer à elle les ... 
occupé à rouler fur le petit marbre du verre autour de la tête du pontis, ...

1791: Lacombe, Jacques.  Arts et métiers mechaniques, v. 1, p. 527

Maître formant la pointe du calice du verre, & en coupant un, petit bouton ... 
fait chauffer le calice du verre, c, pontis tenant fous la patte du verre
1814:

Dictionnaire portatif piémontais-français: suivi d'un vocabulaire ..., Part 2

 By Louis Capello
Pontil, ou pontis ; Tringle de fer pour refermer les ouvertures du verre. Pot ; 
On se sert de pots, et on fait des pots de verre dans les verreries. ...
Dictionnaire universel des arts et métiers et de l'économie industrielle et ...

 By Louis Benjamin Francoeur,    1835  p. 435
1835: Dictionaire technologique ou nouveau dictionnaire universel des arts et ...

p. 214

On ajoute ensuite , s'il ya lieu , un pontis en verre sur lequel on imprime le 
cachet. La canne est alors transmise à l'aide, qui la porte dans le four à ...
1845: Nederlandsch museum: geschied- en letterkundige merkwaardigheden ..., Part 10

p. 197

Nimmer heb ik u van den heer de Pontis gesproken, zijne geschiedenis is u ook 
slechts ... Ik deed eene nieuwe poging om op te staan ; verre was ik van te ...
1858: Dictionnaire de chimie et de minéralogie...

 By Louis François Jéhan, Jacques-Paul Migne  p. 1542

Quelquefois on ajoute un pontis en verre sur lequel on imprime un cachet. La 
canne est alors transmise à l'aide qui porte au four à recuire, et qui détache
1863: Les grandes usines de France: tableau de l'industrie française au ..., Volume 3

Le second instrument est le pontil ou pontis : tringle de fer plein renflée ... 
Le pontil trempé dans le verre recueille une petite quantité de matière qui ...
1866   Le Correspondant, Volume 68

p. 899 Le pontis

1868: Technologisches Wörterbuch in deutscher, französischer und englischer ...

 By C. Rumpf,  p. 472: pontil, pontis
Pontis m. ;</., petits points dans le verre causés par des grains de sable (Verr
. ... Verre plein de pontis. ...
1887: Technologisches Wörterbuch, Deutsch-englisch-französisch...: bd. Français ...

 By Karl Karmarsch  p. 584:

Pontil, Pointil  = Das  Hefteisen  

1897: Henrivaux.  Le verre et le cristal 

Continues to use pontis

Punty


May have first been used in 1655-1665, as a variation of pontil

Pontil (English)

1797: Encyclopaedia Britannica, or an encyclopedia of the arts..  v. 7, part 2, p. 772

Glass. After the materials are vitrified by the heat... They 
separate the glass from the pontil, by striking a few gentle blows between the

1807:   The new encyclopaedia, or   Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences (Encyclopaedia Perthenesis p. 478

to the pontil. They next present to the h:^ the .pontil of the glass, laying 
it on the tret! heat, and redden .the end of that gilt, it*: workman may open
1816: Encyclopaedia Perthenesis p. 478

They next present to the furnace the pontil of the glass, laying it on the 
tressel to heat, aud redden the end of that glass, that the workman may open it

1823: Encyclopaedia Britannica, p. 753

This red hot pontil is presented to the diameter of the glass, which coalesces 
immediately with the matter round the pontil, so as to support the glass

1832 George Richardson PORTER A treatise on the origin, progressive improvement, and present state of the manufacture of porcelain and glass., London, Printed for Longman, Reese, Orme, Brown, and Green,  1832, and Philadelphia: Carey & Lea, 1832, page 171 “At this stage another implement, called a punt, or pontil, is brought into use.” 

(Oxford  English Dictionary/OED)
1846: Juornal of the Franklin Institute  v. 42, p. 274
	The punty being fixed to the bullion
	the blowing iron is relieved by merely 


1849, Apsley Pellatt.  Curiosities of glassmaking, p. 85

.. is the same, with the iron pontil adhering to the foot by means of a small 
piece of gathered glass. The pontil secures the whole preparatory to its being…
1851: Rhoads,Samuel. Friends Review, v. 4, p. 437

1851: Harper’s New Monthly Magazine v. 2, p. 313

From the infinite diversity of objects into which glass is thus moulded, ... 
This is a small, solid, round iron rod, called the pontil, upon one end of ...

1859: Ripley, George.  The new American cyclopaedia…

As it breaks away it takes a portion of glass with it, leaving a circular 
opening. Taken up by the pontil, the glass is held with the nose

1864: “Cullet” Atlantic Monthly, v. 14, p. 314:   To the end of this the assistant now touched his pontil, upon whose end he had 
taken up a little more glass, and this, being twisted in a ring round the ...

1869 G. FOWNES Man. Elem. Chem. (ed. 10) 345 If an open mouthed vessel is to be made, an iron rod, called a pontil or puntil is..applied to the bottom of the flask, to which it thus serves as a handle. (OED)
\1873: Appleton’s Dictionary, v. 1, p. 886
In the mean time, another workman or a boy has attached a small quantity of 
glass to another pipe or rod of iron, called the punty, which is also kept hot

1876: Johnson’s new universal encyclopedia, p. 570

The punty, pouty, or pontil is » solid rod used to support the glass while 
working, and the blowing-iron is a hollow tube about four feet long, ...

1880: Appletons’ Encyclopedia p. 254

A punty tipped with a small knob of hot glass is next stuck to the foot of the 
wine glass, which is severed from the blow-pipe at the dotted line shown at 8

1883: Building Age, v. 5, p. 70

The latter is a hollow iron rod, 2 inches in diameter and 5 or 6 feet long, and 
is called a "punty." The glass worker blows until a glass bubble or sphere\

1889:  Harper’s Magazine p. 254

By rapid revolution of the punty and rehearing, the opening grows larger and 
larger until the glass takes the crown shape from which it is named. ...
1918 P. MARSON Glass 83 The servitor has now done his part of the work, and the glass is handed to the workman. It is then cracked off, and the foot caught by a spring clip arrangement attached to a pontil, called a ‘gadget’ (OED)
1961 E. M. ELVILLE Collector's Dict. Glass 190/1 In the eighteenth century.., the foot of a three-piece glass was attached to a ‘pontil’, for the finishing operation in the chair. The pontil is a solid rod of iron about the same length but not quite so thick as the blow-iron
Hugh Tait – 5000 years
First use of the word pontil is not clear, since we do not have a French etymological dictionary, but it seems to be a mid-19th century word.
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