Glass Blocks/Bricks

A Guide to Resources

Rakow Research Library

The Corning Museum of Glass

This is primarily a guide to articles on the history of glass blocks, and to articles in the Rakow Library.  Additional articles can be found in the online index Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, available at libraries which subscribe to it (including The Rakow Library).
Corning Glass Works. Steuben Division, Corning, NY, USA. Corning-Steuben architectural glass. Corning, N.Y. : Architectural Division, Corning Glass Works, 1935. 16 p., [50] leaves. 

B.C. Viger copy includes Charges and prices. [2] p. Flooded copies include some handwritten notes. One copy includes 3-page mimeo dated 4-12-38, re cost of architectural glass. Trade Catalog. Includes general information about the architectural glass that Corning Steuben makes, as well as a selection of stock and proprietary designs for decorative fixtures and panels, grilles, lighting panels,  decorative tiles, mouldings, lenses, Fresnel lenses, cylinders, Pyrex flat forms.  Included are the types of glass blocks/bricks that Corning was offering at the time. (A. I. A. file ; no. 26)

Location:          Secured Stacks - Archives (Non-Active)

Call Number:       Steuben - Box? 1920-1939 (Range 3, Bay B, Shelf 4)

Location:          Microform / Trade Catalogs

Call Number:       Flat glass: Corning Glass Works. Steuben Division, Corning,

NY, USA (F-8494F)

Anthony, B.B. "Light the modern way."

American Home, v. 26, Nov. 1941, pp. 70-71.

(Not in CMGL)

Armbruster, Ann.  "Borrowed light: glass block recaptures its old mystique."
This Old House, March/April 1997, pp. 44-48.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks
“As to glass bricks”

American Pottery Gazette, Oct. 1909, p. 31.

H. C. Fry making a glass brick.

VF: Glass production—US—PA—Firms—Fry

Barreneche, Raul A.  “Hermes: Tokyo, Japan.”

Architectural Record, v. 190, no. 10, 2002, pp. 166-170, ill. 0003-858X

Glass blocks are building's main feature.

Periodicals PER NA1.A665

"Blown Glass Bricks for Building Purposes."
Scientific American, January 2, 1897, p. 10

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

"Blown Glass Bricks for Building Purposes."

Glass and Pottery World, Feb. 1897, p. 36

First published in Scientific American, Jan. 2, 1897

(copy of article in Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  Architecture, Glass in

Brechin, Gray. "Sulla collina, una casa di Irvin Goldstine."
Abitare, no. 230, Dec. 1984, pp. 42-49.
Glass block and sandblasted Art Deco designs in 1937 San Francisco home.

Periodicals PER  NK1700.A14

"Building bricks of glass."

Scientific American Supplement v. 67, June 19, 1909, p. 391.

(not in CMGL)

Bullivant, Lucy. "The present's orange."
House & Garden, v. 53, no. 6, June 1998, pp. 122-125.

Designer's home features glass block walls.

Periodicals PER

Burchard, John Ely.  "Glass in Modern Housing."
The Glass Industry, Dec. 1935, pp. 379-380

Periodicals PER TP845.G532

Carré, Anne-Laure. “Construire avec du verre: Les briques de verre Falconnier”. Pages 274-285

In: Association francÌaise pour l'archéologie du verre. Rencontres : De la verrerie forestière à la verrerie industrielle : du milieu du XVIIIe siecle aux années 1920 : Association francaise pour l'archéologie du verre,  onzième rencontre, Albi, 7-8-9 novembre 1996 / colloque sous la direction de Geneviève Sennequier et  de Denis Woronoff ; actes publiés par Daniele Foy.  Aix-en-Provence : AFAV, 1998.    304 p. :

Location:          Secured Stacks
  TP852 .A84

Charney, Wayne Michael.  The American Glass House: Its Conception and Its Realization, 1850-1950.  (A Ph.D. thesis)  Evanston, IL: Northwestern University, 1985.  Pp. 73-87, 203-206.

Microforms F-15,400
La Chiesa Herz-Jesu.

Flare (Architectural Lighting Magazine), no. 29, April 2002, pp. 64-67, ill.

In Italian and English. Church built of concrete-framed glass blocks.

Periodicals PER TN7700.F58

"Commissions: Richard Posner."
American Craft, v. 45, no. 6, Dec. 1985/Jan. 1986, p. 69.
Glass mural and cast glass block walls, Veteran's Hospital Lobby, Seattle.

Periodicals PER  TT1.C875

"Commissions: Robert Dane, Sally Rogers.”
American Craft, v. 58, no. 2, April/May 1998, pp. 76-77.
Cast glass brick mural for school by Robert Dane.

Periodicals PER TT1.C875

Corning Glass Works. Steuben Division, Corning, NY, USA. Corning-Steuben architectural glass. Corning, N.Y. : Architectural Division, Corning Glass Works, 1935. 16 p., [50] leaves. 

B.C. Viger copy includes Charges and prices. [2] p. Flooded copies include some handwritten notes. One copy includes 3-page mimeo dated 4-12-38, re cost of architectural glass. Trade Catalog. Includes general information about the architectural glass that Corning Steuben makes, as well as a selection of stock and proprietary designs for decorative fixtures and panels, grilles, lighting panels,  decorative tiles, mouldings, lenses, Fresnel lenses, cylinders, Pyrex flat forms.  Included are the types of glass blocks/bricks that Corning was offering at the time. (A. I. A. file ; no. 26) 

Location:          Secured Stacks - Archives (Non-Active)

Call Number:       Steuben - Box? 1920-1939 (Range 3, Bay B, Shelf 4)

Location:          Microform / Trade Catalogs

Call Number:       Flat glass: Corning Glass Works. Steuben Division, Corning, NY, USA (F-8494F)

“Corning Glass Works making glass bricks”

Ceramic Industry, v. 17, no.?, May 1931, p. 442.

Pyrex glass bricks with differently patterned faces front and back.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

Corrao, Rossella.   Glassblock and architecture : evoluzione del vetromattone e recenti applicazioni / Rossella Corrao ; con un saggio  di Dietrich Neumann.  Firenze : Alinea, 2010.

127 p. ; ill.
--Neumann, Dietrich. “Translucent vs. transparent: Glassblocks and prism glass at the beginning of modern architecture”, pages 11-26

--Corrao, Rossella and Angela Di Salvo. “Dal diffusore di vetro al vetromattone”, pages 27-56

--Corrao, Rossella, Valentina Messina and Luisa Pastore. “Posa in opera ed increment prestazionale del vetromattone: I brevetti dal 1920 ai nostri giorni”, pages 57-76

--Corrao, Rossella, Valentinta Messina and Luisa Pastore. “Involucri traslucidi in vetromattone”

Pages 77-108

--Brevetti, pages 109-127 (extensive list of patents (American, British, European) which are related to glass bricks.)
Includes bibliographical references. 
Location:          Stacks
1 Copy Received as of 11-15-13

Location:          Secured Stacks
1 Copy Received as of 11-15-13

136347

Cunningham, Maureen.  "Glass Block Bounces Back."
Glass Dealer, March 1984, pp. 122-127.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

d'Ancy, Henri. Le arts et l'industrie du verre.  Abbeville, C. Paillart, 1899.
Briques en verre soufflé: pp. 148-149, ill., p. 143.

Location: Stacks; Secured Stacks TP857.A54
De Vis, Kristel; Patric Jacobs, Joost Caen, Koen Janssens. “The use of glass bricks in architecture in the 19th and 20th centuries, a case study”.  Pages 194-201

ICOM Committee for Conservation. Working Group "Glass and  Ceramics". Glass and ceramics conservation 2010 : interim meeting of  the ICOM-CC Working Group, October 3-6, 2010, Corning,

New York, U.S.A. / Hannelore Roemich, editorial  coordinator.  [New York?] : ICOM Committee for Conservation in   association with the Corning Museum of Glass, c2010. 240 p. :

Location:          Stacks; Secured Stacks      NK5104.5 I26 2010

Also available online:  https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=%22Kristel+de+vis%22+glass+bricks
Ducas, D. "Let there be light!"

Better Homes and Gardens, v. 17, Nov. 1938, p. 40.

(Not in CMGL)

Eberlein, Harold Donaldson, and Hubbard, Cortlandt Van Dyke.  Glass in Modern Construction: Its Place in Architectural Design and Decoration.  New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1937.  Glass block noted throughout. Illustrations are from a competition sponsored by the Pittsburgh Glass Institute for the best executed examples of glass in architecture, decoration and design.

Location:
“Falconnier’schen Glasbausteine”

Sprechsaal, v. 29, 1896, p. 493.

Duncan 3974

Microfilm R-1236
Fredwien, W. “Glass block – new building material”

Scientific American, v. 149, 1933, p. 128.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

“Glass age arrives.”

Architectural Forum, v. 68, no. ?, Feb. 1938, p. 17-28, ill.

not in CMGL

“Glass block”

Architectural Forum, v. 72, May 1940, p. 327-330.

not in CMGL


"Glass block and sash combined in exterior walls of building: laboratory of Monsanto Chemical Company, Dayton, Ohio."
Architectural Record, v. 85, May 1939, pp. 48-9.
(Not in CMGL)

"Glass block building, Century of Progress Exposition."

Architectural Record, v. 74, July 1933, (sup?) 24.
(not in CMGL)

"Glass Block Building Featured at Century of Progress Fair."

The Glass Industry, v. 14, no. 8, August, 1933, p. 91.

Periodicals PER  TP845.G532
"Glass block in Benton Harbor, Michigan: J.R. Gardner House."
American Home, v. 18, Sept. 1937, pp. 14-15.
(copy of article in Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  Architecture, Glass in

"Glass Block Makes a Comeback."

Glass Digest, June 15, 1986, pp. 78-79.

Periodicals PER   TP860.G5492


"Glass Block - New Building Material."

Scientific American, v. 149, Sept., 1933, p. 128.

(copy of article in Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  Architecture, Glass in

"Glass Block Survives Quakes: May Reduce Damage."

Glass Magazine: Official Publication of the National Glass Association, April, 1955, p. 17C.

Periodicals PER TP860.G5496


"Glass blocks bend light: daylight conservation achieved by refraction of incoming light to ceilings and sidewalls." 
Scientific American, v. 166, Feb. 1942, pp. 62-3. 
(Not in CMGL)

[Glass bricks]

China, Glass and Lamps, April 22, 1896, p. ?

(copy of article in Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  Architecture, Glass in

“Glass bricks”

Literary Digest, April 25, 1896, p. 15

Falconnier glass bricks

(copy of article in Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  Architecture, Glass in

"Glass bricks light buildings." 
Science Digest, v. 10, Oct. 1941, p. 96. (
Not in CMGL)

"Glass Bricks to be Manufactured."

China Glass & Lamps, March 14, 1903, [page number lacking].

Page heading, ""Art Pottery, Cut Glass & Bric-a-Brac."

Location: Copy in VF; also on microfilm

"Glass houses: new glass bricks are hollow bricks." 
Business Week, Jan. 4, 1933, p. 18.

(Not in CMGL)

"Glass Paving and Building Blocks."

Scientific American Supplement, No. 1538, v. LIX, June 24, 1905, pp. 24642-24643.
VF: Glass types—Architectural glass—Glass blocks, bricks
"Glass sandwich brick."
Scientific American, v. 161, Oct. 1939, p. 226. 
(Not in CMGL)

"Glass walls now available in portable form."
Scientific American, v. 168, Jan.1943, p. 24.

(Not in CMGL)

Gormley, H. "Two boys design a glass house; use of glass block."
Parents Magazine, v. 15, Jan. 1940, p. 44. 
(Not in CMGL)

Good, Gary. "Off the block: new trends in glass block installation."
U.S. Glass, v. 33, no. 7, July 1998, pp. 52-53.

Periodicals PER  TP860.U84

Gottmann, Peter. “Glass brick production considerations”

Glass International, Dec. 1995, pages 19-24.

Recent equipment for manufacturing, including an installation in China.

Periodicals PER TP845

Graf, D. “Translucent masonry of Owens-Illinois; insulux glass building blocks, with drawings by A. J. Bagley”

Pencil Points, v. 16, Aug. 1935, insert, 32 p.

Not in the Rakow Library

Graham, Margaret B.W. and Alec T. Shuldiner. Corning and the craft of innovation.  Oxford university Press, 2001.

Glass blocks: page 145-150

Location: Ready Reference; Stacks TP853.N6 .G74

Henrivaux, Jules.  La verrerie au XXe siècle.  Paris, Geisler, 1911.
"La maison du XXe siècle": pp. 458-488.

Location:  Stacks; Secured Stacks TP857 .H51v 1911

Henrivaux, Jules, b. 1850. Une maison de verre. Paris : Bureau de la Revue des Deux Mondes, 1898. 32 p. 

"Extrait de la Revue des deux mondes du 1er Novembre 1898"--     title-page. At head of title: Les resources nouvelle de l'architecture. Includes bibliographical footnotes. With the development of the "pierre de verre" by M. Garchey, the author proposes an all-glass house for the Paris exposition of 1900.

Location:          Secured Stacks
  NA4140 .H51

Location:
Microform: f-4075

"Hollow Glass Bricks."  
National Glass Budget, March 7, 1896, [page number lacking].

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

"House of glass: nineteen uses for glass block masonry." 
Plans American Home, v. 18, July 1937, p. 32. 
(Not in CMGL)

Huré, M.-F. “Un matériaux nouveau: La “brique Huré”

Glaces et Verres, no. 19, 1930, p. 9-11, ill.

Designed and patented by a French stained glass artist.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

Also: VF: Glass painting and staining—France—Firms and individuals—Huré

Huth, Friedrich.  “Glasbausteine”

Diamant, v. 38, 1916, p. 363, 384

Duncan 6459

Not in CMGL
Jablonski, Mary. “Cast Pyrex Glass Block: Illuminating Its History and Conservation Issues.”
APT Bulletin, v. 41, no. 2/3 (2010), pp. 37-45, ill.  The Journal of Preservation Technology

Periodicals: PER TH3401.B93

Jaroslav, Polivka. Le Béton translucide.  Bruxelles: Les Etudes des composes silicieux, 1937?   119 p., ill.

Glass blocks and bricks used in sidewalks and for skylights.

Chambon Archives, Box 7 (as of October 2014)

Kaylor, Michael R. "Going Deco in Decatur."
Historic Preservation, v. 39, no. 4, July/Aug. 1987, pp. 18-21.
1939 Alabama house.

Periodicals PER E151.H67

Lentz, Paul. "Underwater, underground."
Metropolis, v. 16, no. 8, April 1997, p. 48.

Periodicals PER  NA1.M58

Liese, P. “Glass Bricks” / British Patent 289,696, Sept. 14, 1927

Journal of the Society of Glass Technology v. 12, 1928, abstract 301

Periodicals PER TP845.
"Light without sight." 
Better Homes and Gardens, v. 18, May 1940, p. 95.
 (Not in CMGL)

Lippard, Lucy R. "Athena Tacha's public sculpture."
Arts Magazine, v. 63, no. 2, Oct. 1988, pp. 68-71. 
 Glass block sculpture for Alaskan museum.

Periodicals PER

Long, Bernard.  "Hollow Glass Bricks."  T
The Glass Industry, May, 1938, pp. 181-183.

Periodicals PER TP845.G532

"Luminous bricks."
Science, ns. V. 92, suppl. 11, Oct. 11, 1940.

Unknown
Maison Hermes, Tokyo, Japon = Hermes Building in Tokyo.

L'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui, no. 342, Sept./Oct. 2002, p. 76, ill. 0003-8695

In French and English. Design by Renzo Piano Building Workshop; 15-floor tower

faced with glass blocks.

Periodicals PER

Le Matériau verre dans las construction: Éclairage naturel et isolation.  Paris: Éditions Eyrolles, 1953.  "Briques de verre": pp. 314-320.

"Documents fournis par le Centre de Documentation St.-Gobain."

Location: Secured Stacks NA4140.M42
McGrath, Raymond. Glass in architecture and decoration.  By Raymond McGrath ... and A. C. Frost ... with a section on The nature and properties of glass, by H. E. Beckett ... London : The Architectural Press, 1937. xi, 664 p. incl. ill., plates, diagrs.

Bibliography: p. 485-490; "List of works consulted": p. 654-656.

<Location:   Stacks / Cage NA4140 .M14>

McGrath, Raymond.  Glass in Architecture and Decoration.  2nd ed.  London: The Architectural Press, [1961].  664 pp.  Bibliography: pp. 485-490. See index for a list of pages relating to glass blocks & technology. Pages 167-177 : “Glass and concrete construction”, includes glass bricks.
<NA4140.M14>
Molloy, Edward. Windows and window glazing, dealing with the construction of wood- and metal-framed windows, methods of glazing, fittings and fasteners. With notes on metal shop fronts. Brooklyn, N.Y., Chemical Publ. co., 1943. 108 p.

Includes index. Chapters on glass blocks and leaded windows. 

Location:          Stacks

Call Number:       TH2275 .M72

Merrill, John Fremont. "Building blocks of the Americas."
Stained Glass Quarterly, v. 86, no. 3, Falll 1991, pp. 176-179.  Argentinian artist Julio Teich uses cast glass blocks.

Periodicals PER NK5300.S78

Modroch, J. "Blocks of glass make novel home decorations." 
Popular Mechanics, v. 72, Aug. 1939, pp. 262-3. 
(Not in CMGL)

Nepp, Jos. “Verwendung von Glasbausteinen zu Bauten von Raumlichkeiten, wo grosser Bedarf an Licht ist”

Thon.-Ind. Feb. 10, 1903
Duncan 9298: use of glass blocks in large buildings needing light

Journal not in CMGL; Journal title needs verification
Neuman, Dietrich; Stockbridge, Jerry G.; and Kaskel, Bruce S.  "Glass Blocks," in: Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and Conservation,  Thomas C. Jester, ed., New York: McGraw-Hill, 1996, pp. 194-199.

Location:  TH145 .J58

"New glass block to reduce sun glare and heat."

Architectural Record, v. 86, Oct. 1939, p. 50.

(Not in CMGL)

"New building material: how it is made and employed."

Scientific American Supplement, v. 67, Feb. 27, 1909, p. 140.

(Not in CMGL)


“New Pyrex construction unit”

Glass Industry v.   no. 11, Nov. 1935, p. 344.

Periodicals PER TP845.G532

"New York's First Glass Office Building."

The Glass Industry, October, 1936, p. 336.

Periodicals PER TP845.G532


Newman, Mark A. "Building blocks."

LD + A, v. 28, no. 10, Oct. 1998, p. 25.

Glass block system illuminated with fiber optics.

Periodicals PER  TH7700.L73


Norton, G.T.K. "New features for home building."

House and Gardens, v. 61, May 1932, p. 68.

(Not in CMGL)

"Now that there are glass bricks, glass houses can come any time."

Business Week, March 9, 1932, p. 8.
(Not in CMGL)

"Owens again, and why." 
Fortune, May 1935, p. 118.

(Not in CMGL)

Paquette, Jack.  The glassmakers: A history of Owens-Illiinois, Incorporated.  Toledo, OH: Trumpeting Angel Press, 1994.
Consult index under Glass blocks 

Pasca, Vanni. "Giappone: dopo l'urlo il silenzio."
Casa Vogue, no. 135, Nov. 1982, pp. 244-251.  Glass block house by Japanese designer Tadao Ando.  English summary.

Periodicals PER NK1700.C34

Patterson, Elizabeth A. and Neal A. Vogel. "The architecture of glass block."
Old House Journal, v. 29, no. 1, Jan./Feb. 2001, pp. 46-51.

Periodicals PER  TH3401.O44

Phair, Matt.  "Block Party."
Home Mechanix, November, 1992.  pp. 53-58.

Location:
Phillips, C. J.  Glass: the Miracle Worker.  2nd ed.  New York, London: Pitman, 1941, 1948.  See index: "Building Blocks."

Location:  Stacks; Secured Stacks TP857.P55
Phillips, Charles John.  Glass: Its Industrial Applications.  New York: Reinhold, 1960.  See index: "Blocks, Architectural."

Location: Secured Stacks TP857.P55i
Pilkington.  Insulight – glass bricks, more facts and photographs. St. Helens, England, May 1939.  4 p.

Duncan 10205

(Not in CMGL)

Pilkington.  Insulite – glass bricks.  St. Helens, England, Oct. 1939. 16 p.

Duncan 10206

(Not in CMGL)

“Pittsburgh Corning Corporation develops new glass block.”

Glass Industry, v. 20,  1939, p. 330.

“Glass block with interior screen of glass fiber.

Periodicals PER TP845.G
“Pittsburgh Corning Glass Blocks”

Glass Digest, Feb. 1938, p. 13

JSB File: Pittsburgh Plate Glass

"Pittsburgh Corning's new commitment to glass block."
American Glass Review, v. 102, no. 2, Aug. 1981, p. 13.

Periodicals PER TP853.A3.C73

Pittsburgh Corning Corporation. Glass blocks : the use of PC glass blocks in commercial and public buildings. Pittsburgh Corning Corporation. Pittsburgh, PA : Pittsburgh Corning Corporation, 1940. 15 p. 

"Prefabricated metal shapes for new glass-block partition."

Architectural Record, v. 87, Jan. 1940, p. 47. 
(Not in CMGL)

“Prize winning designs in the Insulux Glass block competition, no. 1 conducted for Owens Illinois Glass Company by the Architectural Forum”

Architectural Forum, v. 71, suppl., July 1939, p. 7-14.

(not in CMGL)

“Prize winning designs in the Insulux Glass block competition, conducted for Owens Illinois Glass Company by the Architectural Forum”

Architectural Forum, v. 71, suppl., Nov. 1939, p. 19-28.

(not in CMGL)

“Prize winning designs in the Insulux Glass block competition no. 3, conducted for Owens Illinois Glass Company by the Architectural Forum”

Architectural Forum, v. 72, suppl., Jan. 1940, p. 15-21

(not in CMGL)

“Pyrex building block made by the Corning Glass Works”
National Glass Budget, v. 51, no. 20, 15, and 18, 1935

Citation as it appears in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology

Probably in the Rakow LIbrary
Ramsey, Charles George and Harold Reeve Sleeper. “Glass, glazing and glass block”, pages 328-336, in Architectural Graphic Standards.  5th ed.  New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1956.
9/14: CMGL adding the book to the library

Rathanova, Tereza. "Glass blocks in architecture."
New Glass Review, v. 52, no. 10, 1997, pp. 6-7.  
New uses of glass block in the Czech Republic.

Periodicals PER NK5110.N53

Sabredra, Randy and David G. Luchaco. "Eyeful tower."
Lighting Design & Application (LD + A), v. 27, no. 7, July 1997, pp. 26-29.
Glass Block Tower in Miami, which has a computerized lighting design.

Periodicals PER  TT7700.L

Schulze, Konrad Werner.  Glas in der Architektur der Gegenwart.  Stuttgart: Dr. Zaugg & Co., 1929.  "Beton, Glas, Metall": pp. 45-66.

Location: Secured Stacks NA4140 .S39 *
"Test glass bricks."

Business Week, June 19, 1937, p. 36. (Not in CMGL)

(not in CMGL)

"Translucent glass bricks."

Scientific American Supplement, v. 79, Jan. 2, 1915, p. 3. (not in CMGL)

(not in CMGL)

"Transparent glass building block provides vision."
Scientific American, v. 166, Jan. 1942, p. 15.

(not in CMGL)

Trelstad, Derek H. “From beer to buildings: the curious history of glass masonry.”

Preserving the Recent Past.  Edited by Deborah Slaton and Rebecca A. Shiffer. Washington, DC: Historic Preservation Education Foundation, 1995, pages IV 107-114.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

"Use of Glass Bricks Increasing."
The Grand Rapids Furniture Record, August, 1910, p. 527.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

[Il Vetro]

This is an Italian periodical, published approximately 1938-1943, and the Rakow Library has many issues.  They are not indexed in Article Index, but the Italians were manufacturing glass blocks at this period.

Völckers. Otto.  Bauen mit Glas.  (Der Baubücher Band 17)  Stuttgatt: Julius Hoffman, 1948.  "Glasbausteine und Betongläser": p. 46-47; "Wände und Fenster aus Glasbausteinen": pp. 80-85; "Glasbausteine": pp. 126-128.

Location: Stacks; Secured Stacks NA4140.V91b
Von Sternberg, J.R. "Light in dark places."

Good Housekeeping, v. 112, March 1941, p. 149. 
(Not in CMGL)

“A Wave of Inspiration”
The Glass Cone       no. 42, Autumn 1996, p. 5

David Watson's Brighton project: A curved colored glass walkway on the seafront Promenade, made of fused glass bricks made from 700 recycled bottles
Periodicals PER
"Where and how to use glass blocks in modernizing homes."

Popular Mechanics, v. 76, Dec. 1941, pp. 114-119. 
(Not in CMGL)

Wiggington, Michael.  Glass in Architecture.  London: Phaidon Press, 1996.  Glass block noted occasionally.

Location: Stacks; Secured Stacks NA4140.W65
Wilson, Kenneth M. "Glass", pp. 182-211 (includes glass block) In: Twentieth Century Building Materials, edited by Thomas C. Jester.  New York: McGraw Hill, 1995.

Location:  TH145.J58
“Windowless offices for industry”

Engineering news-record, v. ?, March 29, 1936, p. 456-460

This is following by an article “No windows but all glass”, pages 459-461.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

Worden, Amy. "Washingtonians mend the moderne."
Historic Preservation News, v. 32, nos. 7/8, July/Aug. 1992, pp. 8-9.
Hecht Co. Warehouse in Washington, D.C.

VF: Glass types—Architectural Glass—Glass blocks

Other references:

Old House Journal Catalog: The National Directory of Restoration Supplies, issued annually by Dovetale Publishers, Gloucester, MA.

Sweet's Architectural Catalogues: a File of Catalogues on Building Products and Services, issued annually by Sweet's Catalogue Service, division of F.W. Dodge Corp., New York, NY.

Selected websites, available September 2014
http://glassblockblogger.com/2011/03/14/a-brief-history-of-glass-block/
http://www.blocklock.se/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11&Itemid=18&lang=en
http://www.glassblocks.co.uk/old/downloads/History-2pp.pdf
“Historic Sidewalk Prisms in Victoria, British Columbia” 

http://www.islandnet.com/~ringuett/prism/report/prisms.htm 

“Walking Over History: Victoria's Historic Sidewalk Prisms.” Text by Janis Ringuette     Photos by Norm Ringuette. (Series: “Hidden in Plain Sight: Heritage and Art Features on Victoria Streets and Sidewalks)

http://www.islandnet.com/~jar/streetscapes/topics/prisms.htm 

Additional research material in the Rakow Library:
Bibliography of trade catalogs in the Rakow Library with glass blocks

Owens-Illinois Glass Company, Toledo, OH, USA.

[Collection of papers], 1929-1973. 1 folder (496 items) :

Part of a collection of materials collected and organized by J. Stanley Brothers pertaining to the glass industry and glass objects. Includes information copied from books and periodical articles, ads, actual copies of newspaper and magazine articles, etc. published between the late 19th century and the early 1970s.

For glass blocks, consult both the historical files, and the “Structural Products” file
Location:          Microforms
  F-13356

Location:          Secured Stacks - J. Stanley Brothers Collection

Call Number:       Glass Manufacturing Firm: Owens-Illinois Glass Company

Microfiche available through interlibrary
[Pittsburgh Corning Corporation, Pittsburgh, PA, USA. [Collection of papers], 1937-1970. 1937-1970. 1 folder (98 items)

Note: Part of a collection of materials collected and organized by J. Stanley Brothers pertaining to the glass industry and glass objects. Includes information copied from books and periodical articles, ads, actual copies of newspaper and magazine articles, etc. published between the late 19th century and the early 1970s. File is divided into 4 parts: general, glass block, foamglas, architectural glass. Established 1937, jointly owned by Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. and Corning Glass Works.

Location:  Brothers Archives, Glass Firms: Pittsburgh Corning

Location: Microforms F-13355

(available at the Rakow Library; also available through interlibrary loan)

The J. Stanley Brothers collection of articles and ads on Pittsburgh Plate Glass (available for consultation at the Rakow Library, and available on microfiche through interlibrary loan) will provide additional information on the company.

Rakow Library Vertical file <Glass types--Architectural Glass--Glass blocks>

(Only available at the Rakow Library; cannot be loaned)
Brothers, J. Stanley. Subject files.  “Architecture, Glass in”

For additional information and buildings which use glass bricks, as well as American companies which made glass blocks

Art Index - search the database for other references, especially in the 1930s.
Journal of the Society of Glass Technology (in the Rakow Library) includes references to patents, and other information, especially in the abstracts section.  The journal was published under this title from 1917-1959; consult the subject index under Blocks/Bricks.
Historical information: Brief listing; not all patents are included, nor all significant dates.  Years noted for patents is date of granting, not date of application/filing.  See Corrao et al (above) for a complete listing
188?
Glass bricks being made in France
1886-1907

L. Falconnier receives patents (see Corrao)
1893:  L. Falconnier, of Switzerland, exhibited “glass bricks, for building purposes” at the World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893

1900
Garchey Glass Brick Company I(Société Anonyme de Pierre de Verre Garchey) is founded in France, and make glass brikcs

(information from Diamant, v. 43, June 1921, p. 299; information translated and published in The Glass Industry, Sept. 1921, p. 223, “Manufacture and use of glass brick in France”

1904  US patent US756971 A    James Harvey Leighton

1927 Sept. 14   British Patent 289,696, Paul  Liese,. “Glass Bricks”  

1929
Structural Glass Corporation (NYC) introduces glass blocks

1929
listed in Sweets catalog (presumably the blocks made by Structural Glass Co., NYC)

1931
British Patent 360,625  awarded to Dutch firm Leerdam

(Journal of the Society of Glass Technology v.  1931, p. 177, abstract 402

1931?  British Patent 366,476, awarded to Saint Gobain

1932
Owens-Illinois introduced a five-sided glass block
1933
Howard Collins and Ruiz Ely/Owens-Illinois  US Patent 1989634

1933  Owens-Illinois introduced Insulux glass block
1933  British patent 404,465 (no. 2556, Jan. 26, 1933) awarded to P. Noel, Paris, for the manufacture of a hollow glass block

(Journal of the Society of GlassTechnology 1933, p,. 204, abstract 475

1934
US patent US1949898 A  to Kadow & Cochrane/Owens-Illinois
1934  US patent

1935
Corning Glass Works formed a Pyrex Glass Construction Unit, and began production of Pyrex blocks

1935
US patent US1991469 A   Games Slayter, Owens Illinois

1935 GB patent 439401 Improvements in glass building blocks & Manufacture to Corning Glass Works (application date May 21, 1934) (summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1936, abstract section p. 112, number 290
1935  GB patent 440,627 to Neue Glasindustrie Ges., Weisswasser, Ober-Laustiz, Germany for filing glass block moulds and the like

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1936, abstract section p. 196, number 524

1936 Feb. 12  US design patent 99087 for glass building block to David Jones/Owens-Illinois

1936 Feb. 12  US design patent 99075 for glass building block to Howard Eastus, Owens-Illinois

1936 Feb. 25 Canadian patent 356146 for glass building block to David Gray/Corning Glass Works

1936  Feb. 25  Canadian patent 356147 for glass building block to David Gray/Corning Glass Works

1936 Feb. 25  GB patent 461,465 to Owens-Illinois for uniting parts of glass articles/blocks

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1937, abstract section p. 254=255, number 686

1936  March 24: US patent 2,034,925 to Owens Illinois (Slayter, Irvine and Thomas) for hollow glass building block

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1936, abstract section p. 187, number 496

1937 Jan. 26: US patent 2068798 (application date 5/21/1934) to David Gray/Corning Glass Works

1937  March 3: US patent 2075435 to David Gray/Corning Glass Works for apparatus for making glass building blocks

1937 August 8: US patent 2091504 to David Gray/Corning Glass Works for glass building blocks and method of making them
1937 Sept. 9: GB patent 492,419 to Owens-Illinois for tinted glass building blocks

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1937, abstract section p. 20, number 46

1937 Sept. 9: GB patent 491,907 to Owens-Illinois for making multicellular glass blocks

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1937, abstract section p. 20, number 47

1938
US patent US2107994 to Benjamin Hazelton Jr. / Owens Illinois for hollow glass building block (application date Oct. 11, 1935)
1938
Pittsburgh Corning (a firm formed by corning Glass works and Pittsburgh Plate Glass) introduced the PC Block

1938 May 24: US patent 2118643 to John Fox of Pittsburgh Plate Glass for glass building block (application date Sept. 12, 1936)

1938 US patent US2119259 A  Slayter Games, Owens Illinois

1938 US patent 2110885 to William Lytle/Pittsburgh Plate Glass for glass brick will

*(application date Oct. 31 1936)

1938 January:  Corning introduces its new block, made of a lime glass, Lumite
1939 US patent 2156623 to Owens Illinois

1939 Jan. 8: US patent 2167764: to William O. Lytle of Pittsburgh Plate Glass for glass building block

1939 Nov. 7   US patent 2,179,317 to R. H. Barnard of Toledo for forming glass building blocks

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1940, abstract section p. 346, number 920

1940
US2191952 A
to Blau/Corning Glass Works
1940  US patent 2,215,027

1940  US patent 2,191,951 to Blau/Corning Glass Works

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1940, abstract section p. 346-347, number 921

1940 US patent 2,191,951 to Blau/Corning Glass Works for forming hollow glass blocks

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1940, abstract section p. 345-346, number 919

1940(?): US Patent 2,194,731 to WInship/Corning Glass Works for Hollow Building Unit

(summary in Journal of the Society of Glass Technology, 1940, abstract section p. 216, number 547

1940 US Patent 2,216,220 to Edward E. Baker for General Electric

Selected List of Buildings using glass blocks/bricks, arranged chronologically by date of construction (compiled by perusing materials on glass blocks/bricks in our collection)

1933: Owens-Illinois Glass Company building at the Century of Progress Exposition (1933 World's Fair)

1933: Maison de Verre (Paris), designed by Pierre Chareau, used blocks (there is a bibliography on the Maison de Verre)
1934: William Lescaze's town house, New York City (211 East 48th St.)

1935: Owens-Illinois Research Building, Toledo; designed by Frank R. Walker and Harry E. Weeks

1935-36: home in Wilmette , IL with 2 story tower, designed by George Fred Keck

1937: Hecht Company Warehouse, Washington DC

1937: Pavilion of the Saint-Gobain Company at the 1937 Paris Exposition

1938(?) Corning Glass Works office building in New York City

[1930s?}

--Franklin Hospital, San Francisco

--Commodore Perry Hotel, Toledo

--Royal Palm Club, Miami (Robert Law Weed, Architect)

--House for B. Altman and Co., New York City (John Gerald, designer)

--Houses in New York City designed by Morris B. Sanders

--Penthouse solarium, Chicago, IL: designed by Donald Deskey

--Promenade lounge in the Shoreham Hotel, Washington DC (Charles E. Dillon and Joseph Abel, designers)

--Swedish Hospital (operating room), Seattle

--Astoria Swimming Pool pavilion, New York
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