Christmas Ornaments – Corning – Opelle

"Opelle" ornaments were made by Corning Glass Works / Corning Inc. using a special photosensitive glass process, and were made from 1983 and 1994.  The designs usually coincided with a holiday, holiday, or other special event like Valentine's Day. 
According to Corning’s corporate archives, they were made at the Erwin Materials FotoForm Department.  In a typical year, 10,000 of each design would be made.  
Corning Corporate Archives does NOT have a complete listing; this information has been compiled in cooperation with Kris Gable, August 2009.  The corporation mainly used these as Christmas gifts for employees and suppliers, although JC Penny and Taco Bell had accounts. A now-closed Christmas collectibles store on East Market St., Corning also sold these.  Michelle Cotton, of Corning’s archives (CIDARM) said “that they test-marketed many of these and if not approved, they just handed them around (making these rather rare). 
Listed chronologically:

1983 

1984
Snowflake
1985
Santa with Toys
1986
Trimming the tree: Baby’s first Christmas (tree with child)
1987
Baby’s First Christmas (child in sleigh with Xmas tree and parents pulling the 


sleigh)
1987
Happy holiday (with bells)
1988
Partridge in a pear tree
1988
Dove of Peace
1989
Horn with  pine cones both with and without date
1989
Peace dove in flight
1990 
Wreath with Candle
1990
Drummer boy
1991
Peace on earth
1991
Sleigh bells ring

1991
‘Lisa & Aniello” in heart, dated 6/15/91 (collector has)

1992
Season for Song
1992 
Angel encircled in a wreath
1993
Goose encircled in a wreath, made at Erwin Materials 
1994
Wreath with a cardinal, 12th ornament and last, made by Fotoform

Date of manufacture is unknown for the following.  Those names noted below in italics have been provided by a collector
3 candles

Angel Gabriel
Candle & pine bough
Christmas tree with presents

A Colorado Christmas
Corning NY clock tower
Dove

Fantasy (dragon)
Guerlain 1828
Heart
Home Sweet Home

 Imagination (unicorn) 

Mother’s Day
Peace on Earth

Reindeer
‘The Right Stuff Right Now’ – Cigna Resources

Santa with bag and baby

Santa with desk and list

Santa with pipe
Snowflake - there were many different snowflake designs.
Snowy Owl
Teddy Bear 
Tranquility (heron). 

Wreath
Other themes include: Disney
Corning World, Sept./Oct. 1991 has insert after page 20, which shows three Opelle ornaments, which are not identified or listed as for sale: Christmas tree with presents underneath; snowflake; wreath

“Corning linked to Christmas past.” Corning World, Dec. 1992, p. 20.

Advanced Materials group produced its first Opelle Christmas ornament in 1982.
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